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PREFACE 


This  booklet  presents  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Maryland  the  Constitution 
adopted  by  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  Maryland.  Signed  by 
delegates  to  the  Convention  on 
January  10,  1968,  the  document 
will  be  submitted  to  Maryland 
voters  for  ratification  on  May  14, 
1968.  At  this  election  Marylanders 
will  decide  whether  to  substitute 
this  new  Constitution  for  our  pres- 
ent Constitution.  Believing  that 
the  citizens  of  Maryland  should 
have  full  opportunity  to  study  the 
new  Constitution  carefully  and  to 
compare  it  with  the  old  Constitu- 
tion before  voting  on  May  14,  the 
Convention  directed  that  this  book- 
let be  prepared  and  distributed. 

The  decision  facing  Maryland 
voters  is  of  momentous  importance 
because  it  involves  the  basic  docu- 
ment which  establishes  the  form  of 
the  government  that  will  serve  and 
protect  the  citizens  of  this  State. 
A  constitution  defines  the  relation- 
ship between  the  people  and  their 
government  in  addition  to  provid- 
ing the  structure  and  organization 
of  the  government.  It  also  guaran- 
tees certain  fundamental  rights  to 
the  people  and  provides  them  with 
the  means  to  change  the  structure 
of  the  government  if  they  so  de- 
sire. A  constitution  is  thus  often 
referred  to  as  the  basic  law,  in  con- 
trast to  the  kind  of  detailed  laws 
that  are  passed  by  a  legislative 
body.   The  crucial  test  of  a  consti- 


tution is  not  its  age,  but  whether 
the  government  which  it  creates 
is  able  to  solve  the  problems  which 
society  faces.  The  question  before 
Marylanders  on  May  14  is  which 
constitution,  the  present  one 
adopted  in  1867  or  the  one  just 
adopted  by  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, \A\\  best  serve  and  protect 
present  as  well  as  future  genera- 
tions of  Marylanders. 

Our  present  Constitution,  adopt- 
ed over  100  years  ago,  was  written 
immediately  after  the  Civil  War 
when  sharp  differences  among 
Marylanders  were  still  very  real. 
Maryland  at  that  time  had  an 
agricultural  economy  and  was 
rural  in  environment.  Her  citizens 
were  not  confronted  with  problems 
created  in  this  century  by  rapid 
population  growth  and  urbaniza- 
tion. Not  only  were  the  problems 
of  a  century  ago  less  complex,  but 
citizens  then  had  a  quite  different 
attitude  toward  the  role  of  govern- 
ment. Today  we  look  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  services  such  as  air 
and  water  pollution  control,  land 
use  regulation,  urban  renewal  and 
recreational  facilities,  but  the  citi- 
zens of  1867  subscribed  to  the  pre- 
dominant 19th  century  political 
philosophy  that  the  best  govern- 
ment was  that  which  governed 
least.  The  203  amendments  which 
have  been  made  to  our  present 
Constitution  since  1867  demon- 
strate  the   inability   of  our   state 


government  to  meet  the  demands 
of  today  under  a  constitution 
written  for  another  era. 

Aware  of  the  changing  times 
which  have  required  these  amend- 
ments, Marylanders  have  shown  a 
long-standing  interest  in  revising 
our  Constitution.  Every  twenty 
years,  as  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, citizens  of  Maryland  vote 
on  whether  to  call  a  constitutional 
convention.  In  1930  and  in  1950 
a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the 
question  favored  calling  a  conven- 
tion but  nevertheless  no  conven- 
tion was  called. 

Realizing  the  interest  of  Mary- 
landers  in  constitutional  revision, 
Governor  J.  Millard  Tawes  in  1965 
appointed  a  non-partisan  commis- 
sion of  outstanding  Marylanders 
to  study  the  need  for  a  convention 
and  to  prepare  recommendations 
of  necessary  changes  in  the  Con- 
sitution.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland  then  enacted  legislation 
submitting  the  question  of  calling 
a  convention  to  the  voters  in  an 
election  held  in  September,  1966. 
After  an  overwhelming  endorse- 
ment of  the  calling  a  convention, 
the  General  Assembly  ^  enacted 
further  legislation  providing  for 
the  election  of  delegates  in  June, 
1967,  and  outlining  the  Conven- 
tion's duties.  The  142  delegates 
elected  to  the  Convention  assem- 
bled in  Annapolis  on  September  12, 
1967,  to  draft  the  Constitution  pre- 
sented here. 

The   Convention   represented    a 


cross-section  of  Maryland's  citi- 
zenry. Delegates  came  to  Annapo- 
lis from  the  mountains  of  Western 
Maryland,  the  rolling  hills  of  cen- 
tral Maryland,  and  the  coastal- 
plains  of  the  Eastern  Shore  and 
Southern  Maryland.  Joining  them 
at  our  state  capital  were  delegates 
from  the  suburbs  and  the  inner 
cities  of  our  metropolitan  centers. 
Marylanders  of  all  backgrounds 
were  present  and  the  completed 
document  is  a  blend  of  the  variety 
of  viewpoints  represented  at  the 
Convention. 

The  delegates  to  the  Convention 
did  not  attempt  to  write  a  constitu- 
tion which  merely  reflected  their 
own  viewpoints  and  opinions.  Be- 
fore they  began  drafting  a  con- 
stitution, the  delegates  heard  hun- 
dreds of  witnesses  explain  how 
they  believed  the  Constitution 
could  provide  efficient  and  repre- 
sentative government  and  yet  pro- 
tect the  people  against  arbitrary 
government.  The  witnesses  in- 
cluded legislators,  members  of  the 
judicial  and  executive  branches, 
political  scientists,  people  repre- 
senting a  variety  of  special  inter- 
ests, and  many  average  citizens 
and  taxpayers  who  were  interested 
in  Maryland's  government.  The 
Convention  was  offered  many  sug- 
gestions for  solutions  to  existing 
problems,  and  many  others  for  the 
anticipated  problems  of  a  growing 
state  in  the  face  of  rapid  change. 
These  suggestions  were  invaluable 
in  writing  the  final  document  ap- 
proved by  the  Convention. 


The  drafting  of  the  Constitution 
required  thousands  of  hours  of 
research,  study,  and  debate  by  142 
delegates  and  a  highly  competent 
professional  staff.  The  final  prod- 
uct that  was  approved  by  the 
Convention  on  January  8,  1968, 
and  signed  two  days  later  reflects 
this  careful  thought  and  delibera- 
tion. 

The  Constitution  has  been 
signed  by  140  of  the  delegates.  The 
only  delegates  who  have  not  yet 
signed  the  Constitution  are  First 
Vice  President  James  Clark  and 
Edward  T.  Miller.  Delegate  Clark 
was  unable  to  sign  because  of  a 
broken  hand  and  Delegate  Miller 
because  he  was  seriously  ill  and 
hospitalized.  It  is  anticipated  that 
Delegate  Clark  will  sign  as  soon  as 
he  is  physically  able  but  Delegate 
Miller  died  before  he  could  sign. 

The  delegates  to  the  Convention 
do  not  believe  that  they  drafted 
an  ideal  or  perfect  document,  for 
that  would  have  been  an  impossible 
task.  Rather,  they  sought  the  more 
realistic  goal  of  producing  a  sound 
document  which  would  be  accept- 
able to  the  great  majority  of  Mary- 
landers  and  which  would  offer  an 
improved  framework  of  govern- 
ment with  flexibility  for  the  future, 
but  with  guarantees  that  the  basic 
rights  of  the  people  be  protected. 

The  contents  of  the  document 
submitted  here  will  not  produce 
sudden  or  radical  changes  in  our 
state  government.  Government  in 
Maryland  will  still  be  divided  into 


the  executive,  legislative  and  judi- 
cial branches.  The  new  draft  ex- 
pands rather  than  curtails  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  which  are  to 
be  protected  from  governmental 
interference.  Should  further  con- 
stitutional alterations  prove  neces- 
sary in  the  future,  however,  the 
draft  document  provides  for  the 
necessary  means  to  make  the 
changes,  just  as  does  the  present 
Constitution. 

The  differences  between  the  new 
Constitution  and  the  old  are  those 
favored  by  the  delegates  in  order 
to  make  Maryland  government 
more  responsible,  more  efficient 
and  more  visible  to  the  citizens  it 
serves.  Each  of  the  three  branches 
of  the  government  is  strengthened 
so  that  together  they  will  have  the 
power  to  solve  modern-day  prob- 
lems without  endangering  the 
liberties  of  the  individual  citizens 
of  the  State.  Among  the  changes 
are: 

The  legislature  is  directed  to 
concentrate  on  statewide  prob- 
lems and  is  given  the  time  in 
which  to  consider  these  matters 
properly. 

The  governor  is  given  greater 
control  over  the  executive 
branch  to  increase  efficiency  and 
effectiveness  of  government. 

The  judicial  system  is  changed 
from  a  confused  pattern  of 
courts  with  inconsistent  powers 
and  duties  to  a  statewide,  unified 
four-level     system     of     courts 
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staffed   by   a   carefully   selected 
judiciary. 

For  the  first  time  all  Maryland 
counties  will  have  "home  rule" 
to  enable  them  to  solve  their  own 
problems  without  the  necessity 
of  seeking  solutions  from  the 
General  Assembly. 

The  new  Constitution  itself  is 
only  one-third  as  long  as  the  pres- 
ent document  and  its  language  has 
been  updated  to  make  it  more 
understandable  to  its  readers. 

Following  careful  study  of  the 
new  Constitution,  Marylanders 
must  make  an  important  decision. 
In  doing  so  they  should  keep  in 
mind  the  words  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin spoke  in  1787  when  he  decided 
to  vote  for  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States: 

''. . .  I  doubt  whether  any  other 
convention  we  can  obtain  may  be 
able  to  make  a  better  Constitu- 
tion. For  when  you  assemble  a 
number  of  men,  to  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  joint  wisdom, 


you  inevitably  assemble  with 
those  men  all  their  prejudices, 
their  passions,  their  errors  of 
opinion,  their  local  interests,  and 
their  selfish  views.  It  therefore 
astonishes  me,  Sir,  to  find  this 
system  approaching  so  near  to 
perfection  as  it  does  .  .  .  Thus, 
I  consent  to  this  Constitution, 
Sir,  because  I  expect  no  better, 
and  because  I  am  not  sure  that 
it  is  not  the  best." 

Like  Franklin,  some  Mary- 
landers  may  not  agree  with  all  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  which 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Conven- 
tion. However,  Maryland  citizens 
must  judge  the  entire  document 
and  decide  whether  or  not  the  new 
Constitution  as  a  whole  will  serve 
our  State  and  its  citizens  more 
effectively  than  the  present  docu- 
ment. After  a  thoughtful  review 
of  the  new  and  the  old  constitu- 
tions, Maryland  voters  will  be  pre- 
pared to  make  this  important  deci- 
sion for  Maryland  on  May  14, 
1968. 


IV 


DELEGATES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  THE  1967-1968 
CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND 


J.  Millard  Tawes 
Honorary  President 
Somerset  County 

James  Clark 

First  Vice  President 

Howard  County 


H.  Vernon  Eney 
President 
Baltimore  County 

William  S.  James 
Second  Vice  President 
Harford  County 


Murray  Abramson 
Baltimore  City 

E.  Dale  Adkins,  Jr. 
Wicomico  County 

Marvin  I.  Anderson 
Anne  Arundel  County 

G.  Maxwell  Armor,  Jr. 
Baltimore  City 

E.  Clinton  Bamberger,  Jr. 
Baltimore  City 

Harry  Bard 

Baltimore  City 

Samuel  W.  Barrick 
Frederick  County 

Albert  F.  Baumann 
Baltimore  City 

Catherine  L.  Beachley 
Washington  County 

J.  Glenn  Beall,  Sr. 
Allegany  County 

James  V.  Bennett 
Montgomery  County 

Frank  J.  Blair 
Baltimore  City 

Raymond  G.  Boileau 
Prince  George's  County 

Roy  Borom 
Baltimore  City 

Elsbeth  Levy  Bothe 
Baltimore  City 


C.  Meredith  Boyce 
Baltimore  City 

Elroy  G.  Boyer 
Kent  County 

Henry  B.  Boyles 
Baltimore  County 

J.  Douglas  Bradshaw 
Montgomery  County 

Mary  B.  Bryson 
Carroll  County 

Franklin  L.  Burdette 
Montgomery  County 

George  E.  Burgess 
Prince  George's  County 

E.  Stuart  Bushong 
Washington  County 

Allen  Eugene  Buzzell 
Baltimore  County 

John  Carroll  Byrnes 
Baltimore  City 

Gerard  V.  Caldwell 
Baltimore  County 

Shoshana  Cardin 
Baltimore  County 

Robert  J.  Carson 
Harford  County 

Richard  W.  Case 
Baltimore  County 

Herbert  L.  Chabot 
Montgomery  County 


Godfrey  Child 
Worcester  County- 
Audrey  Ward  Cicone 
Baltimore  City 

Henry  Contee  Bowie  Clagett,  Jr. 
Prince  George's  County 

Edward  J.  Clarke 
Montgomery  County 

Richard  F.  Cleveland 
Baltimore  City 

Edward  Dabrowski,  Jr. 
Baltimore  City 

Perry  E.  Darby 
Baltimore  County 

George  W.  Delia 
Baltimore  City 

Philip  H.  Dorsey 
St.  Mary's  County 

Charles  A.  Dukes,  Jr. 
Prince  George's  County 

William  B.  Dulany 
Carroll  County 

Quintin  T.  Eckenrode 
Baltimore  County 

Walter  G.  Finch 
Baltimore  County 

Werner  H.  Fornos 
Anne  Arundel  County 

Hamilton  P.  Fox 
Wicomico  County 

LeRoy  Frederick 
Baltimore  City 

Leah  S.  Freedlander 
Baltimore  City 

Francis  X.  Gallagher 
Baltimore  City 

C.  William  Gilchrist 
Allegany  County 

Rubye  H.  Gill 
Baltimore  City 


James  P.  Gleason 
Montgomery  County 

William  W.  Grant 
Garrett  County 

Vincent  R.  Groh 
Washington  County 

Richard  Grumbacher 
Washington  County 

William  W.  Gullett 
Prince  George's  County 

Royce  Hanson 
Montgomery  County 

John  W.  Hardwicke 
Harford  County 

John  R.  Hargrove 
Baltimore  City 

David  A.  Harkness 
Calvert  County 

Charney  L.  Harris 
Baltimore  City 

William  L.  Henderson 
Anne  Arundel  County 

Carter  M.  Hickman 
Queen  Anne's  County 

Anne  D.  Hopkins 
Baltimore  City 

E.  Ralph  Hostetter 
Cecil  County 

Donald  P.  Hutchinson 
Baltimore  County 

R.  Samuel  Jett 
Baltimore  City 

Joseph  L.  Johnson 
Baltimore  City 

Susan  M.  Kahl 
Baltimore  County 

Addie  J.  Key 
Baltimore  City 

Richard  W.  Kiefer 
Baltimore  County 


VI 


Arthur  W.  Kirkland 
Prince  George's  County 

Earl  Koger,  Sr. 
Baltimore  City- 
Chester  G.  Kosakowski 
Baltimore  City 

Helen  L.  Koss 
Montgomery  County 

John  F.  Leitzel 
Baltimore  County 

Samuel  C.  Linton,  Jr. 
Charles  County 

Henry  R.  Lord 
Baltimore  City 

David  Macdonald 
Montgomery  County 

Frederick  C.  Malkus,  Jr. 
Dorchester  County 

J.  Hardin  Marion 
Baltimore  County 

David  T.  Mason 
Baltimore  City 

Lucille  Maurer 
Montgomery  County 

Margaret  B.  Mentzer 
Prince  George's  County 

Beatrice  Miller 
Montgomery  County 

Edward  T.  Miller 
Talbot  County 

Juanita  Jackson  Mitchell 
Baltimore  City 

Gerald  D.  Morgan 
Montgomery  County 

M.  Peter  Moser 
Baltimore  City 

John  H.  Mosner 
Allegany  County 

F.  DeSales  Mudd 
Charles  County 


Joseph  P.  Murphy 
Baltimore  City 

Dorothy  Scott  Murray 
Prince  George's  County 

E.  Churchill  Murray 
Anne  Arundel  County 

Howard  J.  Needle 
Baltimore  County 

Vernon  L.  Neilson 
Anne  Arundel  County 

John  W.  Neumann 
Montgomery  County 

Herbert  R.  O'Conor,  Jr.i 
Baltimore  City 

Robert  A.  Pascal 
Anne  Arundel  County 

Howard  R.  Penniman 
Montgomery  County 

William  H.  Peters,  Jr. 
Baltimore  County 

Ralph  W.  Powers 
Prince  George's  County 

Bruce  K.  Price 

Baltimore  County 

Thomas  G.  Pullen,  Jr. 
Baltimore  County 

J.  Frank  Raley,  Jr. 
St.  Mary's  County 

Harold  K.  Ritter^ 
Allegany  County 

Frank  C.  Robey,  Jr. 
Baltimore  City 

Kathleen  Lynch  Robie 
Prince  George's  County 

Edward  D.  E.  Rollins,  Jr. 
Cecil  County 

Benjamin  B.  Rosenstock 
Frederick  County 


1  Resigned  September  29,  1967. 

2  Elected  by  the  Convention 

vice  Ralph  R.  Webster 
September  29,  1967. 


Vll 


William  Rush 
Baltimore  County 

Edward  B.  Rybczynski 
Baltimore  City 

Alfred  L.  Scanlan 
Montgomery  County 

Nicholas  M.  Schloeder 
Baltimore  County 

Melvin  L.  Schneider 
Prince  George's  County 

Joseph  Sherbow 
Baltimore  City 

Carlton  R.  Sickles 
Prince  George's  County 

Romuald  Skip  Siewierski 
Baltimore  City 

Marvin  I.  Singer 
Baltimore  City 

Agnes  White  Smith^ 
Baltimore  City 

J.  Hodge  Smith 
Montgomery  County 

Marvin  H.  Smith 
Caroline  County 

Stanley  Sollins 
Baltimore  County 

Lee  J.  Sosnowski 
Anne  Arundel  County 

James  E.  Soul 
Baltimore  City 


3  Elected  by  the  Convention 

vice  Herbert  R.  O'Conor,  Jr. 
September  29,  1967. 


Howard  L.  Stern 
Prince  George's  County 

Edward  D.  Storm 
Frederick  County 

C.  Ferdinand  Sybert 
Howard  County 

Harry  E.  Taylor,  Jr. 
Prince  George's  County 

Lloyd  Taylor 
Baltimore  City 

Catherine  B.  Ulrich 
Anne  Arundel  County 

Vincent  J.  Vecera 
Baltimore  City 

Charles  L.  Wagandt 
Baltimore  City 

W.  Waverly  Webb 
Prince  George's  County 

Ralph  R.  Webster* 
Allegany  County 

C.  Maurice  Weidemeyer 
Anne  Arundel  County 

Charles  H.  Wheatley 
Baltimore  City 

John  W.  White,  Jr. 
Baltimore  City 

Charles  W.  Willis 
Harford  County 

Ronald  Andrew  Willoner 
Prince  George's  County 

Clinton  L  Winslow 
Baltimore  County 


4  Resigned  September  29,  1967. 


OFFICERS 

Robert  J.  Martineau,  Secretary 
John  C.  Brooks,  Chief  of  Staff 
Ira  J.  Wagonheim,  Chief  Clerk 
Richard  Rothenburg,  Sergeant-at-Arms 
David  Hattrick,  Parliamentarian 
Oden  Bowie,  Journal  Clerk 
James  P.  Quillen,  Reading  Clerk 
Sherrod  E.  East,  Historian 


Vlll 


CONSTITUTION 

OF 

MARYLAND 


As  adopted  by  the 

Constitutional  Convention  of  Maryland 
January  10,  1968 


CONSTITUTION    OF    MARYLAND 

ADOPTED  ON  THE  TENTH  DAY  OF  JANUARY,  NINE- 
TEEN HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-EIGHT,  BY  THE  CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND  WHICH  AS- 
SEMBLED AT  THE  CITY  OF  ANNAPOLIS  ON  THE 
TWELFTH  DAY  OF  SEPTEMBER,  NINETEEN  HUNDRED 
AND  SIXTY-SEVEN,  AND  ADJOURNED  ON  THE  TENTH 
DAY  OF  JANUARY,  NINETEEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY- 
EIGHT. 


PREAMBLE 

We,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Marylandy  grateful  to  Almighty 
God  for  our  civil  and  religious  freedom ,  recognizing  that  all  politi- 
cal power  originates  in  the  people  and  that  all  government  is  insti- 
tuted to  secure  their  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness,  and  acknowledging  our  duty  and  responsibility  to  pos- 
terity, do  establish  and  ordain  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  I.    DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS 
Section  1.01.    Freedom  of  Expression. 

The  people  shall  have  the  right  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to 
petition  the  government  for  a  redress  of  grievances.  Freedom  of 
the  press  and  freedom  of  speech  shall  not  be  abridged,  each  per- 
son remaining  responsible  for  abuse  of  those  rights. 

Section  1.02.    Freedom  of  Religion. 

No  law  shall  be  made  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion, 
or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof. 

Section  1.03.    Due  Process  and  Equal  Protection. 

No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  with- 
out due  process  of  law,  nor  be  denied  the  equal  protection  of  the 
laws,  nor  be  subject  to  discrimination  by  the  State  because  of 
race,  color,  religion,  or  national  origin. 


Section  1.04.    Fair  Treatment  in  Investigations. 

No  person  shall  be  denied  the  right  to  fair  and  just  treatment 
in  any  investigation  conducted  by  the  State  or  by  any  unit  of  local 
government,  or  by  any  of  their  departments  or  agencies. 

Section  1.05.    Searches  and  Seizures. 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
papers,  and  effects  against  unreasonable  searches,  seizures,  inter- 
ceptions of  their  communications,  or  other  invasions  of  their  pri- 
vacy, shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  but  upon 
probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly 
describing  the  place  to  be  searched  and  the  persons  or  things  to 
be  seized,  or  the  communications  sought  to  be  intercepted. 

Section  1.06.    Grand  Jury  Indictment. 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  felony  unless  on  indict- 
ment of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  militia  while 
in  actual  service. 

Section  1.07.    Rights  of  Accused. 

A  person  accused  of  crime  shall  have  the  right  to  be  informed 
of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  in  time  to  prepare  his 
defense,  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defense,  to  be 
confronted  with  and  to  examine  under  oath  or  affirmation  the 
witnesses  against  him,  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining 
witnesses,  and  to  have  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial 
jury  of  twelve  without  whose  unanimous  consent  he  shall  not  be 
adjudged  guilty. 

Section  1.08.    Removal  of  Criminal  Cases. 

In  a  case  involving  a  crime  punishable  by  death  or  life  im- 
prisonment, after  suggestion  in  writing  under  oath  by  either 
party  that  the  party  cannot  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  in  the 
county  where  the  case  is  pending,  the  court  shall  order  the  case 
removed  to  another  county  for  trial.  Other  criminal  cases  may  be 


removed  only  as  permitted  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  by  rule  or  by 
the  General  Assembly  by  law. 

Section  1.09.    Self-incrimination, 

No  person  shall  be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case  to  be  a  wit- 
ness against  himself. 

Section  1.10.    Double  Jeopardy. 

No  person  shall  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  criminal  punish- 
ment for  the  same  offense. 

Section  1.11.    Unusual  Punishments. 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed, 
nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted.  Conviction  of  crime 
shall  not  work  cormption  of  blood  or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

Section  1.12.    Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt,  but  an  obligation  for 
the  support  of  a  dependent,  or  for  alimony,  created  by  a  valid 
decree  of  a  court  or  created  by  an  agreement  approved  by  decree 
of  a  court  shall  not  constitute  a  debt  within  the  meaning  of  this 
section. 

Section  1.13.    Jury  Trial  in  Civil  Cases. 

Every  person  shall  have  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  of  all  issues 
of  fact  in  civil  proceedings  at  law  in  the  courtr  of  this  State 
where  the  amount  or  value  in  controversy  exceeds  the  minimum 
that  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law.  The  juiy  shall 
consist  of  twelve,  except  that  the  General  Assembly  may  provide 
by  law  for  a  jury  of  not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  twelve  in 
the  District  Court.  A  unanimous  decision  of  the  jury  shall  be 
required  to  constitute  its  verdict. 

Section  1.14.    Habeas  Corpus. 

The  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended. 
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Section  1.15.    Ex  Post  Facto  Laws. 

No  bill  of  attainder,  or  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts  shall  be  enacted. 

Section  1.16.    Eminent  Domain. 

Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  or  damaged  for  public  use 
or  purposes  without  just  compensation,  except  that  the  allowance 
of  compensation  for  property  damaged  but  not  taken  for  public 
use  or  purposes  shall  be  subject  to  any  reasonable  limitations  and 
restrictions  that  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 

Section  1.17.    Continuity  of  Government  During  Emergencies. 

The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  shall  not  be  suspended, 
except  that  the  General  Assembly  by  law  shall  provide  for  the 
temporary  suspension  of  specific  provisions  during  an  emergency 
caused  by  disaster  or  enemy  attack.  Any  suspension  shall  be  for 
the  period  of  the  emergency  only,  and  only  provisions  of  this  Con- 
stitution concerning  state  and  local  public  offices  and  govern- 
mental operations  may  be  suspended. 

Section  1.18.    Reserved  Rights. 

The  enumeration  of  rights  in  this  Constitution  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  impair,  disparage,  or  deny  others  retained  by  the  people. 

ARTICLE  2.    SUFFRAGE  AND  ELECTIONS 

QUALIFICATIOISS  FOR  VOTIISG 

Section  2.01.    Voters  in  National,  State,  and  County  Elections. 

Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  has  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  who  has  been  a  resident  of  this  State  for  six 
months  and  of  the  county  in  which  he  offers  to  vote  for  three 
months  next  preceding  an  election,  shall  be  eligible  to  vote,  and  if 
registered  shall  be  qualified  to  vote  in  that  county  in  national, 
state,  and  county  elections.  If  any  county  is  divided  into  dif- 


ferent  electoral  districts  or  into  portions  of  different  electoral 
districts  for  the  election  of  any  national,  state,  or  county  ofRcer, 
then,  to  vote  for  such  an  ofRcer,  a  person  shall  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  electoral  district  for  three  months  next  preceding  the 
election.  Removal  from  one  electoral  district  to  another  electoral 
district  in  this  State  shall  not  deprive  a  person  of  his  qualification 
to  vote  in  the  electoral  district  from  which  he  has  removed  until 
three  months  after  his  removal. 

Section  2.02.    Voters  in  Presidential  Elections. 

For  purposes  of  voting  for  president  and  vice  president  of  the 
United  States  or  for  electors  for  those  offices,  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  prescribe  by  law  a  lesser  residence  requirement  for  citi- 
zens who  have  resided  in  this  State  for  less  than  six  months. 

Section  2.03.    Voters  in  Municipal  Elections. 

A  municipal  corporation  may  prescribe  by  law  qualifications  for 
voters  in  its  municipal  elections,  subject  to  any  procedures  and 
standards  that  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law.  No 
municipal  corporation  may  prescribe  an  age  requirement  of  more 
than  nineteen  years  or  a  residence  requirement  of  more  than  one 
year. 

Section  2.04.    Voters  in  United  States  Enclaves. 

A  person  shall  not  be  deemed  ineligible  to  vote  in  any  election 
solely  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  resides  on  land  over  which 
the  United  States  has  been  ceded  jurisdiction. 

Section  2.05.    Property  Qualifications. 

Ownership  of  an  interest  in  property  shall  not  be  required  as  a 
condition  for  voting  except  to  the  extent  that  nonresident  prop- 
erty owners  may  be  permitted  by  law  to  vote  in  a  municipal 
election.  Ownership  of  an  interest  in  property  shall  not  be  re- 
quired as  a  condition  for  holding  any  elective  or  appointive  office 
of  this  State  or  of  any  unit  of  local  government. 


Section  2.06.    Disqualifications. 

The  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law  disqualifications 
from  voting  in  any  election  by  reason  of  mental  incompetence  or 
conviction  of  serious  crime,  and  shall  provide  by  law  for  the 
removal  of  these  disqualifications. 


CONDUCT  OF  ELECTIONS 

Section  2.07.    Conduct  of  Elections. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  shall  define  residence,  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  permanent  registration  of  voters,  provide  for 
the  nomination  of  candidates,  regulate  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner of  elections,  provide  for  the  uniform  administration  of  elec- 
tions, provide  for  absentee  voting,  insure  secrecy  of  voting,  and 
protect  the  integrity  of  the  election  process.  A  municipal  corpo- 
ration may  prescribe  by  law  election  dates  and  procedures  for  the 
administration  and  regulation  of  its  municipal  elections,  subject 
to  any  procedures  and  standards  that  the  General  Assembly  may 
prescribe  by  law.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for 
the  supervision  and  uniform  administration  of  laws  enacted  by 
the  General  Assembly  pursuant  to  this  section. 

Section  2.08.    General  Elections. 

A  general  election  shall  be  held  in  every  even-numbered  year 
on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November.  State 
officers  shall  be  elected  at  the  general  election  in  1970  and  every 
fourth  year  thereafter,  except  that  judges  may  be  elected  in  any 
even-numbered  year.  County  officers  shall  be  elected  at  the  same 
time  as  state  officers  unless  otherwise  prescribed  by  the  General 
Assembly  by  law  or  by  the  instrument  of  government  of  a  county. 
If  members  of  any  public  body  serve  overlapping  terms,  an 
election  may  be  held  every  two  years  for  those  members  then  to 
be  elected. 

Section  2.09.    Pluralities. 

The  candidates  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be 
elected  to  the  offices  for  which  they  were  candidates. 


REFEREISDVM 

Section  2.10.    Referendum. 

The  people  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  of  referendum.  Any 
law  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  may  be  petitioned  to  refer- 
endum except  laws  for  legislative  apportionment  and  districting, 
or  congressional  districting,  or  imposing  a  tax,  or  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  state  government  or  any  public  institution. 

Section  2.11.    Manner  of  Referral. 

A  law,  other  than  a  law  applicable  in  only  one  county,  shall 
be  referred  to  a  vote  of  the  people  after  a  petition  has  been  signed 
by  a  number  of  qualified  voters  equal  to  at  least  five  per  cent 
of  the  total  votes  cast  for  governor  in  the  most  recent  guberna- 
torial election.  Not  more  than  one-half  of  the  required  number 
of  signatures  shall  be  those  of  qualified  voters  residing  in  any 
one  county.  If  the  total  number  of  required  signatures  is  filed 
with  the  governor  within  sixty  days  after  the  bill  becomes  law,  it 
shall  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion held  not  less  than  four  months  after  the  bill  becomes  law. 

Section  2.12.    Suspension. 

A  law  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  subject  to  referendum 
shall  be  suspendible  unless  it  is  passed  by  the  affirmative  vote 
of  three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  house  and  contains  a 
section  declaring  it  to  be  an  emergency  law  and  necessary  for 
the  immediate  preservation  of  the  public  health  or  safety.  If 
one-half  the  required  signatures  are  filed  during  the  thirty  days 
after  a  bill  becomes  law,  the  law,  if  suspendible,  shall  be  sus- 
pended thereby  through  the  sixtieth  day  after  it  became  law. 
If  the  remaining  required  signatures  are  filed  by  that  sixtieth 
day,  the  law  shall  continue  to  be  suspended. 

Section  2.13.    Effect  of  Referendum. 

A  referred  law  shall  be  repealed  thirty  days  after  it  has  been 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  it  if  the  number  voting 


on  the  question  is  not  less  than  one-fourth  the  number  voting  in 
the  election.  A  suspended  law  which  is  not  repealed  shall  take 
effect  thirty  days  after  the  referendum  or  at  a  later  time  if 
prescribed  in  the  law. 

Section  2.14.    Laws  Applicable  in  One  County. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by  law  procedures  by 
which  a  law  enacted  by  it  and  applicable  in  only  one  county  may 
be  petitioned  to  referendum.  The  law  shall  be  submitted  to  a  vote 
of  the  people  of  the  county  after  a  petition  has  been  signed  by  a 
number  of  qualified  voters  of  the  county  equal  to  at  least  ten  per 
cent  of  the  total  votes  cast  for  governor  in  that  county  in  the 
most  recent  gubernatorial  election.  No  law  empowering  a  county 
to  exercise  a  power  or  perform  a  function,  nor  any  law  pertain- 
ing to  appropriations,  nor  any  law  granting,  limiting,  or  with- 
drawing the  taxing  power  of  a  county  shall  be  subject  to  refer- 
endum pursuant  to  this  section. 

ARTICLE  3.    LEGISLATIVE  BRANCH 

Section  3.01.    Legislative  Power. 

The  legislative  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  the  General 
Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  two  houses,  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Delegates. 

Section  3.02.    State  Capital. 

The  capital  of  the  State  and  the  meeting  place  of  the  General 
Assembly  shall  be  at  Annapolis. 

Section  3.03.    Composition  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  number  of  members  of  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  but  the  number  of  delegates  shall 
not  exceed  one  hundred  twenty  and  the  number  of  senators  shall 
be  one-third  the  number  of  delegates.  Only  one  delegate  shall 
represent  a  delegate  district  and  only  one  senator  shall  represent 
a  senate  district.  Each  senate  district  shall  consist  of  three  whole 
delegate  districts. 
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DISTRICTS 

Section  3.04.    Legislative  Districts. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  districts  for  the  election 
of  members  of  the  Senate.  Each  senate  district  shall  be  sub- 
divided into  three  districts  for  the  election  of  members  of  the 
House  of  Delegates.  The  population  represented  by  each  senator 
shall  be  substantially  equal,  as  shall  the  population  represented 
by  each  delegate.  Each  district  shall  consist  of  adjoining  territory 
and  be  compact  in  form.  Due  regard  shall  be  given  to  natural 
boundaries  and  the  boundaries  of  political  subdivisions.  Boun- 
daries of  districts  shall  be  redrawn  according  to  these  standards 
prior  to  the  general  election  in  1982  and  in  every  tenth  year 
thereafter. 

Section  3.05.    Redistricting  Commission. 

Six  months  before  the  first  day  of  the  regular  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  the  year  in  which  redistricting  is  to  be  effec- 
tive, the  presiding  officer  and  the  minority  leader  of  each  house 
shall  each  appoint  two  persons  to  a  commission  on  legislative 
redistricting.  The  governor  shall  appoint  an  additional  member 
who  shall  serve  as  chairman  of  the  commission.  Any  vacancy  on 
the  commission  shall  be  filled  by  the  appointing  authority.  The 
commission  shall  adopt  a  redistricting  plan  only  by  a  majority 
vote  of  all  its  members.  No  member  of  the  commission  shall  hold 
a  popularly  elected  office  in  the  State. 

Section  3.06.    Legislative  Redistricting  Procedure. 

The  commission  on  legislative  redistricting  shall  submit  a  plan 
to  the  governor,  who  shall  transmit  it  to  the  General  Assembly 
by  the  first  day  of  the  regular  session  in  the  year  in  which  redis- 
tricting is  to  be  effective.  If  any  other  plan  has  not  been  pre- 
scribed by  law  within  seventy  days  after  the  transmission  of  the 
commission  plan  to  the  General  Assembly,  then  the  commission 
plan  shall  become  law.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  have  original 
jurisdiction,  upon  petition  of  any  qualified  voter,  to  review  the 
new  redistricting  law  and  the  commission  plan  if  it  has  not 


become  law.  If  the  Court  of  Appeals  finds  a  redistricting  law 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  invalid,  then  the  commission 
plan  shall  become  law.  If  the  Court  of  Appeals  finds  the  com- 
mission plan  invalid,  then  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  grant 
appropriate  relief  for  the  conduct  of  the  impending  election. 

Section  3.07.    Congressional  Districts. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  congressional  districts 
for  the  election  of  members  of  the  United  States  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  difference  between  the  populations  of  the  largest 
and  smallest  congressional  districts  in  the  State  shall  not  ex- 
ceed ten  per  cent  of  the  mean  population  of  all  congressional 
districts.  Each  congressional  district  shall  consist  of  adjoining 
territory  and  be  compact  in  form.  Due  regard  shall  be  given  to 
natural  boundaries  and  the  boundaries  of  political  subdivisions. 
Boundaries  of  congressional  districts  shall  be  redrawn  according 
to  these  standards  prior  to  the  general  election  in  1972  and  in 
every  tenth  year  thereafter. 

Section  3.08.    Congressional  Redistricting  Procedure. 

The  commission  on  legislative  redistricting  shall  submit  a  con- 
gressional redistricting  plan  to  the  governor,  who  shall  transmit 
it  to  the  General  Assembly  by  the  first  day  of  the  regular 
session  in  the  year  in  which  congressional  redistricting  is  to  be 
effective.  The  General  Assembly  shall  enact  either  the  commis- 
sion plan  or  a  congressional  redistricting  plan  of  its  own. 

MEMBERS  OF  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

Section  3.09.    Qualifications. 

A  senator  or  a  delegate  shall  be  a  qualified  voter  of  the 
State  at  the  time  of  his  election  or  appointment,  shall  have 
been  a  resident  of  the  State  for  at  least  two  years  immediately 
preceding  his  election  or  appointment,  and  shall  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  his  senate  district  for  at  least  six  months  immediately 
preceding  his  election  or  appointment.  If  any  redistricting  plan 
has  been  adopted  within  one  year  before  a  general  election  for 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
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senator  or  delegate  may  also  seek  election  in  any  new  senate 
district  containing  fifty  per  cent  or  more  of  the  population  of  the 
senate  district  in  which  he  resided  prior  to  redistricting.  At  the 
time  of  his  election  or  appointment  a  senator  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  a  delegate  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Section  3.10.    Election  and  Term  of  Office. 

A  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  elected  by  the 
voters  of  the  district  in  which  he  seeks  election,  to  serve  for  a 
term  beginning  at  noon  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  December 
following  his  election  and  ending  at  noon  on  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  December  in  the  fourth  year  thereafter. 

Section  3.11.    Vacancies. 

A  vacancy  in  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  filled  as  prescribed 
by  law.  An  appointee  to  fill  a  vacancy,  when  succeeding  a  party 
member,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  same  political  party  as  the 
person  last  elected  to  that  office.  An  appointee  shall  serve  only 
until  the  next  general  election  held  at  least  ninety  days  after  the 
vacancy  occurs.  At  that  election  the  remainder  of  the  term  shall 
be  filled. 

Section  3.12.    Compensation. 

A  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  receive  the  salary 
and  allowances  prescribed  by  law.  A  salary  increase  enacted 
during  one  term  of  office  shall  not  become  effective  before  the 
next  term.  No  senator  or  delegate  shall  be  paid  daily  living  ex- 
penses during  regular  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  3.13.     Limitation  on  Appointment. 

No  person  elected  or  appointed  to  the  General  Assembly  shall 
be  appointed,  during  the  term  of  office  for  which  he  was  elected 
or  appointed,  to  any  office  which  has  been  created,  or  for  which 
the  compensation  has  been  increased,  by  the  General  Assembly 
during  that  term. 
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Section  3.14.    Immunity. 

Words  used  by  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  in  any  of 
its  proceedings,  including  the  proceedings  of  any  committees  and 
subcommittees,  shall  be  absolutely  privileged,  and  a  member  shall 
not  be  liable  therefor  in  any  civil  action  or  criminal  prosecution. 

GEISERAL  ASSEMBLY 

Section  3.15.    Sessions. 

The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law  for  an  organiza- 
tional session  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  regular  session.  The 
General  Assembly  shall  convene  in  regular  session  on  the  third 
Wednesday  of  January  of  each  year,  unless  otherwise  prescribed 
by  law,  and  may  continue  in  session  for  a  period  not  longer  than 
ninety  days;  provided  that  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  each  house  a  regular  session  may  be  extended 
for  a  period  not  longer  than  thirty  days,  and  that  by  the  affirma- 
tive vote  of  three-fifths  of  the  members  of  each  house  a  regular 
session  may  be  extended  a  second  time  for  a  period  not  longer 
than  thirty  days.  The  governor  may  convene  a  special  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  at  any  time  and  shall  convene  a  special 
session  upon  the  written  request  of  three-fifths  of  all  the  members 
of  each  house.  The  governor  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  con- 
vene the  Senate  by  proclamation,  stating  the  purpose  for  which 
he  has  convened  it.  The  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  and  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  acting  concurrently, 
may  convene  a  special  session  of  the  General  Assembly  at  any 
time. 

Section  3.16.    Organization. 

Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  qualifications  and  selec- 
tion of  its  members,  as  prescribed  by  this  Constitution  and  the 
laws  of  this  State.  Each  house  shall  elect  its  officers  and  determine 
its  rules  of  procedure,  and  may  permit  its  committees  and  sub- 
committees to  meet  between  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Each  house,  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  its  mem- 
bers, may  compel  the  attendance  and  testimony  of  witnesses  and 
the  production  of  records  and  papers  either  before  the  house 
as  a  whole  or  before  any  of  its  committees  and  subcommittees, 
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provided  that  the  rights  and  the  records  and  papers  of  all  wit- 
nesses in  such  cases  are  protected  by  law.  Each  house  may  punish 
a  member  for  disorderly  or  disrespectful  behavior,  by  the  affir- 
mative vote  of  a  majority  of  all  its  members.  Each  house  may 
expel  a  member  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  its 
members. 

Section  3.17.    Quorum. 

A  majority  of  all  the  members  of  a  house  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  in  that  house,  but  a 
smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 

Section  3.18.    Journals. 

Each  house  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by  rule  for 
a  current  daily  journal  of  its  proceedings,  which  shall  be  open 
to  public  inspection  at  all  reasonable  times.  Each  house  shall 
prescribe  by  rule  that  the  daily  journal  shall  be  published  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Each  house  shall  prescribe  by  rule  that  all  final 
committee  votes  on  all  bills  shall  be  entered,  by  recorded  votes 
of  individual  members,  in  the  daily  journal  of  that  house.  Each 
house  shall  prescribe  by  rule  that  on  final  passage  of  a  bill  or 
resolution,  including  a  proposal  for  a  constitutional  amendment, 
the  vote  cast  by  each  member  shall  be  recorded  in  the  daily 
journal  of  that  house. 

LEGISLATIOJyi 

Section  3.19.    Form  of  Laws. 

Every  law  of  this  State  shall  be  styled:  "Be  it  enacted  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maiyland."  The  General  Assembly  shall 
enact  no  law  except  by  bill.  The  subject  of  every  law  shall  be 
described  in  its  title.  Every  law  enacted  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, except  the  budget  law  and  supplementary  appropriation 
laws,  shall  embrace  only  one  subject.  The  budget  law  and  all  sup- 
plementary appropriation  laws  shall  be  limited  to  the  subject 
of  budget,  appropriations,  their  purpose  or  purposes,  and  the 
requisite  revenue.  No  law  or  section  of  a  law  shall  be  revived 
or  amended  by  reference  only  to  its  title  or  section,  nor  shall  any 
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law  be  construed  by  reason  of  its  title  to  grant  powers  or  confer 
rights  which  are  not  expressly  contained  in  the  body  of  the  act. 
The  General  Assembly,  in  amending  any  article  or  section  of  the 
code  of  laws  of  this  State,  shall  enact  the  article,  section,  or  law 
as  it  would  read  when  amended. 

Section  3.20.    Consideration  of  Bills. 

A  bill  may  originate  in  either  house  of  the  General  Assembly 
and  may  be  amended,  passed,  or  rejected  by  the  other.  No  vote  on 
final  passage  of  a  bill  shall  be  taken  until  the  bill  and  all  amend- 
ments to  it  are  in  writing.  No  vote  on  final  passage  of  a  bill  shall 
be  taken  until  the  fifth  calendar  day  after  its  introduction  in  the 
house  of  origin  and  until  the  second  calendar  day  after  it  reaches 
the  second  house  except  upon  the  affirmative  vote  of  three-fifths 
of  all  the  members  of  the  house  in  which  the  bill  is  pending  or 
except  during  the  first  four  days  of  a  special  session.  The  General 
Assembly  may  provide  by  law  that  pending  bills  may  be  carried 
over  to  the  next  regular  session  of  the  same  General  Assembly. 

Section  3.21.    Passage  of  Bills. 

No  bill  shall  be  enacted  nor  shall  a  resolution  requiring  the 
action  of  both  houses  be  adopted  unless  it  is  passed  by  the  affirma- 
tive vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  that  house.  A  vote 
in  joint  session  or  in  either  house  on  any  bill  or  resolution  or  for 
the  election  or  confirmation  of  any  state  officer  shall  be  taken 
only  in  public  session. 

Section  3.22.    General  Application  of  Laws. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  enact  no  public  laws  except  gen- 
eral laws  which  in  their  terms  and  effects  apply  throughout  the 
State.  No  county  shall  be  exempt  from  a  public  general  law.  The 
limitation  of  this  section  that  the  General  Assembly  shall  enact 
only  public  general  laws  shall  not  apply  to  laws  (1)  pertaining 
to  appropriations;  (2)  providing  for  or  regulating  the  powers 
of  departments,  agencies,  or  instrumentalities  of  the  State  which 
perform  a  state  and  not  a  local  function;  (3)  pertaining  to  public 
education;  (4)  pertaining  to  multi-county  governmental  units; 
(5)  providing  for  the  establishment,  merger,  or  dissolution  of 
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counties  or  for  the  alteration  of  their  boundaries;  (6)  granting, 
limiting,  or  withdrawing  the  taxing  powers  of  a  county  or  coun- 
ties; or  (7)  empowering  a  county  or  counties,  subject  to  any 
standards  that  the  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law,  to 
exercise  any  power  or  perform  any  function  denied  to  other 
counties.  This  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  limit  any  power 
of  the  General  Assembly,  otherwise  existing  under  this  Consti- 
tution, to  enact  special  laws,  except  that  a  special  law  shall  not 
be  enacted  for  any  situation  for  which  an  existing  general  law 
is  applicable. 

Section  3.23.    Effective  Date  of  Laws. 

Each  law  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  shall  take  effect  on 
the  first  day  of  July  after  passage  unless  another  date  is  pre- 
scribed in  the  law. 

POST  AUDIT 

Section  3.24.    Post  Audit. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  post  audit  of 
state  finances  by  an  agency  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  prin- 
cipal officer  of  the  agency  shall  be  elected  by  and  be  responsible 
to  the  General  Assembly. 


ARTICLE  4.     EXECUTIVE  BRANCH 
Section  4.01.     Executive  Power. 

The  executive  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  the  governor, 
who  shall  faithfully  execute  the  laws. 

GOVERISOR  AND  LIEUTENAIST  GOVERISOR 

Section  4.02.     Qualifications  of  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years  at 
the  time  of  his  election  and  shall  have  been  a  qualified  voter  in 
the  State  for  at  least  five  years  immediately  preceding  his  elec- 
tion. No  person  elected  governor  for  two  full  consecutive  terms 
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shall  be  eligible  to  hold  that  office  again  until  one  full  term  has 
intervened. 

Section  4.03.    Office  of  Lieutenant  Governor. 

There  shall  be  a  heutenant  governor,  who  shall  have  only  the 
duties  delegated  to  him  by  the  governor.  No  power  specifically 
vested  in  the  governor  by  this  Constitution  shall  be  delegated 
to  the  lieutenant  governor  pursuant  to  this  section. 

Section  4.04.    Qualifications  of  Lieutenant  Governor. 

The  lieutenant  governor  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty 
years  at  the  time  of  his  election  or  appointment  and  shall  have 
been  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  for  at  least  five  years  immedi- 
ately preceding  his  election  or  appointment.  No  person  elected 
governor  shall  be  eligible  thereafter  to  hold  the  office  of  lieu- 
tenant governor. 

Section  4.05.    Election  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  State  for  a 
term  beginning  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  following  his 
election  and  ending  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  in  the 
fourth  year  thereafter,  and  shall  serve  until  a  person  has  qualified 
to  become  governor  or  to  serve  as  acting  governor.  If  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  is  a  legal  holiday  the  term  shall  begin  on 
the  next  day.  In  the  general  election,  each  candidate  for  lieutenant 
governor  shall  be  listed  on  the  ballot  with  a  candidate  for  gover- 
nor, so  that  a  vote  cast  for  governor  shall  be  considered  as  also 
cast  for  the  lieutenant  governor  listed  on  the  ballot  with  the 
candidate  for  governor.  The  election  of  a  governor  shall  consti- 
tute the  election  for  the  same  term  of  the  lieutenant  governor 
who  was  listed  on  the  ballot  with  him. 


GUBERNATORIAL  SUCCESSION 

Section  4.06.    Failure  of  Governor-Elect  to  Take  Office. 

If  the  governor-elect  is  disqualified,  resigns,  or  dies,  the  lieu- 
tenant governor-elect  shall  become  governor  for  the  full  term. 
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If  the  governor-elect  fails  to  assume  office  for  any  other  reason, 
the  newly  elected  lieutenant  governor  shall  become  lieutenant 
governor  and  shall  serve  as  acting  governor  until  the  governor- 
elect  assumes  office  or  until  the  office  becomes  vacant. 

Section  4.07.     Lieutenant  Governor  as  Acting  Governor. 

The  lieutenant  governor  shall  serve  as  acting  governor  when 
notified  in  writing  by  the  governor  that  the  governor  will  be 
temporarily  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  lieu- 
tenant governor  also  shall  serve  as  acting  governor  when  the 
governor  is  disabled  but  is  unable  to  communicate  to  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  the  fact  of  his  inability  to  perform  the  duties 
of  his  office.  In  either  event  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  serve 
as  acting  governor  until  notified  in  writing  by  the  governor 
that  he  is  able  to  resume  the  duties  of  his  office  or  until  the  office 
becomes  vacant. 

Section  4.08.     Vacancy  by  Reason  of  Disability. 

The  General  Assembly,  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three-fifths 
of  all  its  members  in  joint  session,  may  adopt  a  resolution  declar- 
ing that  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  is  unable  by  reason 
of  physical  or  mental  disability  to  perform  the  duties  of  his 
office.  The  resolution,  if  adopted,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  which  then  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  deter- 
mine whether  that  officer  is  unable  by  reason  of  the  disability  to 
perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  If  the  Court  of  Appeals  deter- 
mines that  such  officer  is  unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
office  by  reason  of  a  disability,  the  office  shall  be  vacant.  If  the 
General  Assembly  and  the  Court  of  Appeals,  acting  in  the  same 
manner  as  described  above,  determine  that  the  governor-elect  or 
lieutenant  governor-elect  is  unable  by  reason  of  physical  or  mental 
disability  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  has 
been  elected,  he  shall  be  disqualified  to  assume  office. 

Section  4.09.    Succession  to  Offices  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of  governor,  the  lieutenant 
governor  shall  succeed  to  that  office  for  the  remainder  of  the 
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term.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  ofRce  of  lieutenant  governor, 
the  governor  shall  nominate  a  person  who  shall  succeed  to  that 
office  upon  confirmation  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of 
all  members  of  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  session.  If  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  exist  at 
the  same  time  during  the  first  year  of  their  term,  the  offices  shall 
be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  the  next  general  election 
and  the  president  of  the  Senate  shall  serve  as  acting  governor 
until  the  newly  elected  governor  has  qualified.  If  vacancies  in 
the  offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  exist  at  the  same 
time  after  the  first  year  of  their  term,  the  president  of  the  Senate 
shall  succeed  to  the  office  of  governor  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term.  If  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor,  at 
a  time  when  the  lieutenant  governor  is  authorized  to  serve  as 
acting  governor,  the  president  of  the  Senate  shall  serve  as  acting 
governor.  If  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  the  president  of  the 
Senate  at  a  time  when  he  is  authorized  to  succeed  to  the  office  of 
governor  or  is  authorized  to  serve  as  acting  governor,  the  Senate 
shall  convene  and  fill  the  vacancy. 

Section  4.10.    Powers  and  Duties  of  Successor. 

When  the  lieutenant  governor  or  the  president  of  the  Senate 
succeeds  to  the  office  of  governor,  he  shall  have  the  title,  powers, 
duties,  and  emoluments  of  that  office;  but  when  the  lieutenant 
governor  or  the  president  of  the  Senate  serves  as  acting  governor, 
he  shall  have  only  the  powers  and  duties  of  that  office.  When  the 
president  of  the  Senate  serves  as  acting  governor,  he  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  president  of  the  Senate,  but  his  duties  as  president  shall 
be  performed  by  such  other  person  as  the  Senate  shall  select. 

Section  4.11.    Adjudication  of  Disputes. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  have  original  and  exclusive  juris- 
diction to  adjudicate  disputes  or  questions  arising  from  the 
failure  of  the  governor-elect  to  take  office,  or  the  service  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  or  president  of  the  Senate  as  acting  governor, 
or  the  creation  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  governor  or  lieutenant 
governor  by  reason  of  disability,  or  the  succession  to  the  office  of 
governor  or  lieutenant  governor,  or  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
and  duties  of  a  successor  to  the  office  of  governor. 
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LEGISLATIVE  RESPONSIBILITIES  OF  GOVERNOR 

Section  4.12.    Messages  to  General  Assembly. 

The  governor  from  time  to  time  shall  inform  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  conditions  of  the  State  and  recommend  such  meas- 
ures as  he  considers  necessary  or  desirable. 

Section  4.13.    Veto  Power. 

The  governor  may  veto  any  bill  passed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly except  a  budget  bill  or  a  bill  proposing  an  amendment  to  this 
Constitution. 

Section  4.14.     Item  Veto. 

The  governor  may  reduce  or  strike  out  any  item  in  a  supple- 
mentary appropriation  bill.  Each  item  or  portion  of  an  item  not 
disapproved  shall  become  law,  and  each  item  or  portion  of  an 
item  disapproved  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  procedure  as  a 
bill  vetoed  by  the  governor. 

Section  4.15.    Action  on  Bills  by  the  Governor. 

A  bill  subject  to  veto  shall  become  law  if  the  governor  signs  or 
fails  to  veto  it  within  twenty  days  after  presentation,  if  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  is  in  session.  If  the  General  Assembly  has  ad- 
journed sine  die  before  the  bill  becomes  law,  the  bill  shall  become 
law  if  the  governor  signs  or  fails  to  veto  it  within  thirty  days 
after  presentation. 

Section  4.16.     Return  of  Vetoed  Bills. 

If  the  governor  vetoes  a  bill  while  the  General  Assembly  is  in 
session,  he  shall  return  it  promptly  to  the  General  Assembly.  If 
the  governor  vetoes  a  bill  after  the  General  Assembly  has  ad- 
journed sine  die,  he  shall  return  it  promptly  either  to  the  next 
regular  session  of  the  same  General  Assembly  or  to  a  special  ses- 
sion of  the  same  General  Assembly  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
reconsidering  bills  that  have  been  vetoed.  A  bill  shall  become  law 
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if  passed  over  the  veto  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three-fifths  of  all 
the  members  of  each  house.  The  law  shall  take  effect  on  the  first 
day  of  July  after  passage,  unless  another  effective  date  after  pas- 
sage is  established  by  joint  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly. 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

Section  4.17.    Office  of  Attorney  General. 

The  attorney  general  shall  be  the  chief  legal  officer  of  the  State. 
He  shall  represent  the  State  in  all  criminal  cases  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court,  and  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  represent  the  State  in  all  civil  cases  or 
proceedings  in  which  the  State  is  a  party  or  may  be  interested.  He 
shall  have  those  other  powers  and  duties  with  respect  to  criminal 
and  civil  cases  or  proceedings,  and  with  respect  to  his  responsi- 
bilities as  chief  legal  officer  of  the  State,  that  the  General  As- 
sembly may  prescribe  by  law.  Upon  request,  he  shall  give  his  opin- 
ion on  any  legal  matter  to  either  house  of  the  General  Assembly  or 
to  its  presiding  officer,  or  to  the  governor,  or  to  any  other  officer, 
agency,  or  department  of  the  State.  The  attorney  general  may 
appoint,  to  serve  at  his  pleasure,  the  number  of  deputies  or 
assistants  that  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 

Section  4.18.    Qualifications. 

The  attorney  general  shall  have  been  a  qualified  voter  in  the 
State  and  have  been  authorized  to  practice  law  in  the  State 
for  at  least  five  years  immediately  preceding  his  election  or 
appointment. 

Section  4.19.    Election. 

The  attorney  general  shall  be  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  State 
for  a  term  beginning  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  following 
his  election  and  ending  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  in  the 
fourth  year  thereafter,  and  shall  serve  until  his  successor  has 
qualified.  If  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  is  a  legal  holiday  the 
term  shall  begin  on  the  next  day.  If  the  office  becomes  vacant  the 
governor  shall  appoint,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
a  person  to  the  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 
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COMPTROLLER 

Section  4.20.    Office  of  Comptroller. 

The  comptroller  shall  grant,  under  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  General  Assembly  by  law,  all  warrants  for  money  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State  pursuant  to  appropriations  by 
law.  He  shall  also  perform  other  duties  relating  to  the  payment 
of  money  of  the  State  as  prescribed  by  law.  The  comptroller  shall 
not  be  the  head  of  the  finance  department  or  of  any  other  princi- 
pal department  of  the  executive  branch.  The  comptroller  shall 
give  such  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  4.21.     Qualifications. 

The  comptroller  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years  at 
the  time  of  his  election  or  appointment  and  shall  have  been  a 
qualified  voter  in  the  State  for  at  least  five  years  immediately 
preceding  his  election  or  appointment. 

Section  4.22.     Election. 

The  comptroller  shall  be  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  State  for  a 
term  beginning  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  following  his 
election  and  ending  on  the  first  Wedesday  in  January  in  the  fourth 
year  thereafter,  and  shall  serve  until  his  successor  has  qualified. 
If  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  is  a  legal  holiday  the  term  shall 
begin  on  the  next  day.  If  the  office  becomes  vacant  the  governor 
shall  appoint,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  person 
to  the  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 


TIE  VOTES  AND  SALARIES 

Section  4.23.    Tie  Votes. 

If  at  any  general  election  two  or  more  candidates  for  governor, 
for  attorney  general,  or  for  comptroller  shall  have  the  highest 
and  an  equal  number  of  votes  for  the  same  office,  one  of  them  shall 
be  elected  to  that  office  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority 
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of  all  members  of  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  session.  The  elec- 
tion shall  be  the  first  order  of  business  after  the  organization  of 
each  house.  The  election  of  a  governor  shall  constitute  the  election 
for  the  same  term  of  the  lieutenant  governor  who  was  listed  on 
the  ballot  with  him  at  the  general  election. 

Section  4.24.    Salaries. 

The  salary  of  the  governor,  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  of  the 
attorney  general,  and  of  the  comptroller  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law,  and  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  decreased  during  the  term 
for  which  each  was  elected. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  ORGANIZATIOIS 

Section  4.25.    Board  of  Review. 

There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Review  in  the  executive  branch.  The 
Board  shall  consist  of  the  governor,  an  officer  in  the  executive 
branch  designated  by  the  governor,  and  the  comptroller.  The 
Board  shall  act  by  majority  vote  and  shall  hold  its  meetings  in 
public  or  otherwise  act  in  such  manner  and  have  such  powers  as 
the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 

Section  4.26.    Structure  of  the  Executive  Branch. 

All  functions,  powers,  and  duties  of  the  offices,  agencies,  and 
instrumentalities  of  the  executive  branch  shall  be  allocated 
according  to  major  purposes  among  and  within  not  more  than 
twenty  principal  departments.  The  maximum  number  of  principal 
departments  may  be  increased  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law 
enacted  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  members  of 
each  house.  Any  agency  or  commission  which  is  a  regulatory, 
quasi- judicial,  or  temporary  agency  established  by  law  may,  but 
need  not,  be  allocated  within  a  principal  department. 

Section  4.27.    Reorganization  of  the  Executive  Branch. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by  law  the  functions, 
powers,  and  duties  of  the  offices,  agencies,  and  instrumentalities 
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of  the  executive  branch.  The  General  Assembly  from  time  to  time 
by  law  may  reallocate  offices,  agencies,  and  instrumentalities 
among  principal  departments;  may  increase,  modify,  diminish, 
and  change  their  functions,  powers,  and  duties;  and  may  assign 
new  functions,  powers,  and  duties  to  them.  The  governor  may 
make  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  executive  branch,  in- 
cluding the  establishment  or  abolition  of  offices,  agencies,  instru- 
mentalities, and  principal  departments,  and  in  the  assignment  of 
functions,  powers,  and  duties  among  the  offices,  agencies,  instru- 
mentalities, and  principal  departments  of  the  executive  branch. 
Where  these  changes  require  the  force  of  law,  they  shall  be  set 
forth  in  executive  orders  in  statutory  form  and  be  submitted  to 
the  General  Assembly  within  the  first  ten  days  of  a  regular  ses- 
sion. An  executive  order  shall  become  effective  and  have  the  force 
of  law  on  the  date  designated  in  the  order  unless  specifically  dis- 
approved, within  fifty  days  after  submission,  by  a  resolution  of 
disapproval  concurred  in  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  members  of 
either  house  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  4.28.    Heads  of  Principal  Departments. 

The  head  of  each  principal  department  of  the  executive  branch 
shall  be  a  single  executive  unless  otherwise  prescribed  by  the 
General  Assembly  by  law  or  by  the  process  of  executive  reorgani- 
zation. Any  board  or  commission  at  the  head  of  a  principal 
department  shall  have  a  chief  administrative  officer. 

Section  4.29.     Appointments  by  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  appoint,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  each  person  serving  as  the  head  of  each  principal  depart- 
ment and  persons  to  fill  vacancies  on  any  board  or  commission 
serving  as  the  head  of  a  principal  department,  and  shall  also,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  persons  to  fill 
vacancies  on  regulatory  and  quasi-judicial  agencies.  He  shall 
appoint,  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  each  chief 
administrative  officer  serving  under  a  board  or  commission  which 
is  the  head  of  a  principal  department  except  the  head  or  chief 
administrative  officer  of  an  institution  of  higher  education  or  of 
the   state   public   school   system.    The   General   Assembly   may 
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prescribe  by  law  the  qualifications  of  persons  appointed  by  the 
governor  to  serve  as  heads  of  principal  departments  or  as  mem- 
bers of  boards  and  commissions  serving  as  heads  of  principal 
departments. 

Section  4.30.    Terms  of  Office. 

Each  person  serving  as  the  head  of  a  principal  department, 
and  each  chief  administrative  officer  of  a  board  or  commission 
serving  as  the  head  of  a  principal  department,  except  the  head  or 
chief  administrative  officer  of  an  institution  of  higher  education 
or  of  the  state  public  school  system,  shall  serve  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  governor.  The  terms  of  office  of  the  members  of  each  board 
or  commission  which  serves  as  the  head  of  a  principal  depart- 
ment, except  the  governing  board  of  an  institution  of  higher  edu- 
cation or  of  the  state  public  school  system,  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  law  or  by  the  process  of  executive 
reorganization,  so  that  the  governor,  immediately  upon  taking 
office  following  his  election,  may  appoint  at  least  one-half  of  the 
members  of  each  board  and  commission. 

Section  4.31.    Appointment  and  Removal  of  Other  Persons. 

All  persons  in  the  executive  branch  whose  method  of  appoint- 
ment or  whose  method  of  removal  is  not  specified  in  this  Consti- 
tution shall  be  appointed  or  may  be  removed  as  the  General 
Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 

Section  4.32.    Interim  and  Recess  Appointments. 

If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  office  which  the  governor  may  fill 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  he  shall  appoint  a  per- 
son to  the  office.  If  the  appointment  is  made  within  the  first  sixty 
days  of  a  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  governor 
shall  submit  to  the  Senate  the  nomination  of  the  appointee,  or  the 
nomination  of  another  person  in  his  place.  If  the  appointment  is 
made  at  any  other  time,  the  governor  shall  submit  the  nomination 
to  the  Senate  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  regular  session  of  tlie 
General  Assembly.  Such  an  appointee  shall  remain  in  office  until 
the  end  of  the  next  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  or 
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until  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  office  to  which  he  was 
appointed,  or  until  his  nomination  is  rejected  by  the  Senate, 
whichever  shall  occur  first.  No  person  after  being  rejected  by  the 
Senate  shall  again  be  appointed  to  or  nominated  for  the  same 
office  at  the  same  session,  unless  at  the  request  of  the  Senate,  or 
be  appointed  to  the  same  office  during  the  adjournment  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Section  4.33.     Information  from  Administrative  Officers. 

The  governor  at  any  time  may  require  information,  in  writing 
or  otherwise,  from  any  officer  of  any  department,  office,  agency, 
or  instrumentality  in  the  executive  branch. 

CLEMEISCY 

Section  4.34.     Executive  Clemency. 

The  governor  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves,  commuta- 
tions, and  pardons,  ex:ept  in  cases  of  conviction  upon  impeach- 
ment, and  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures  for  offenses  against  the 
State.  At  least  annually  he  shall  file  with  the  Court  of  Appeals  a 
public  report  of  the  instances  of  the  exercise  of  this  power. 

STATE'S  ATTORISEY 

Section  4.35.    State's  Attorney. 

There  shall  be  a  state's  attorney  m  each  county  or  district 
which  may  be  prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law.  He 
shall  be  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  county  or  district  in  which 
he  seeks  office.  The  term  of  office,  functions,  powers,  duties, 
method  of  filling  vacancies,  and  all  other  matters  relating  to  the 
office  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law. 

ARTICLE  5.    JUDICIAL  BRANCH 
Section  5.01.     Judicial  Power. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  exclusively  in 
a  unified  judicial  system  composed  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  the 
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Intermediate  Appellate  Court,  the  Superior  Court,  and  the  Dis- 
trict Court. 

COURT  OF  APPEALS 

Section  5.02.    Jurisdiction. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  the  highest  court  of  the  State 
and  shall  have  the  appellate  jurisdiction  prescribed  by  law  and 
the  original  jurisdiction  prescribed  by  this  Constitution. 

Section  5.03.    Rule-Making  Power. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  have  power  to  prescribe  rules  gov- 
erning practice  and  procedure  in  all  courts ;  governing  the  admis- 
sion of  persons  to  practice  law  in  this  State  and  their  discipline ; 
and  governing  the  administration  of  the  courts,  officers  of  the 
judicial  branch,  and  officers  of  the  executive  branch  to  the  extent 
that  their  duties  directly  relate  to  the  enforcement  of  judicial 
orders.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  concurrent  power  to 
regulate  by  law  the  matters  enumerated  in  this  section,  except 
when  these  matters  are  specifically  required  by  this  Constitution 
to  be  prescribed  by  rule.  As  used  in  this  article,  rule  shall  mean  a 
rule  prescribed  by  the  Court  of  Appeals.  In  the  event  of  a  conflict 
between  a  rule  and  a  law,  the  later  in  time  shall  prevail  to  the 
extent  of  the  conflict. 

Section  5.04.    Composition. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  consist  of  seven  judges,  one  of 
whom  shall  serve  as  chief  judge.  Five  judges  shall  constitute  a 
quorum,  and  the  concurrence  of  four  shall  be  necessary  to  decide 
a  case. 

Section  5.05.    Chief  Judge  of  Court  of  Appeals. 

The  governor  shall  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  chief  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  by  designating  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  to  be  chief  judge  for  the  remainder  of  his 
service  on  the  Court,  or  until  he  resigns  the  office  of  chief  judge. 
The  associate  judge  senior  in  service  on  the  Court  of  Appeals 
shall  have  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  office  when  the  chief 
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judge  is  absent,  or  when  the  Court  of  Appeals  determines  that  he 
is  unable  to  serve,  or  when  the  office  is  vacant. 

INTERMEDIATE  APPELLATE  COURT 

Section  5.06.    Jurisdiction. 

The  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  shall  have  the  jurisdiction 
prescribed  by  law. 

Section  5.07.    Composition. 

The  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  shall  consist  of  five  judges, 
unless  the  number  is  increased  by  law.  The  Intermediate  Appel- 
late Court  may  sit  in  divisions.  At  least  three  judges  shall  sit  in 
each  case. 

SUPERIOR  COURT 

Section  5.08.     Jurisdiction. 

The  Superior  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  in  all  judi- 
cial proceedings,  except  as  otherwise  prescribed  by  this  Consti- 
tution or  by  law.  The  Superior  Court  shall  have  such  other  juris- 
diction as  prescribed  by  law.  Jurisdiction  of  the  Superior  Court 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  State. 

Section  5.09.     Composition. 

The  Superior  Court  shall  consist  of  the  number  of  judges  pre- 
scribed by  law.  The  number  shall  be  allocated  among  the  counties 
by  law.  At  least  one  superior  court  judge  shall  reside  in  each 
county.  Functional  divisions  of  the  Superior  Court  may  be  estab- 
lished in  any  county. 

DISTRICT  COURT 

Section  5.10.     Jurisdiction. 

The  District  Court  shall  have  the  original  jurisdiction  pre- 
scribed by  law.  Jurisdiction  of  the  District  Court  shall  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  State. 
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Section  5.11.    Composition. 

The  District  Court  shall  consist  of  the  number  of  judges  pre- 
scribed by  law.  The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  districts. 
Each  district  shall  consist  of  one  county  or  two  or  more  entire 
and  adjoining  counties.  The  number  of  judges  shall  be  allocated 
among  the  districts  by  law.  At  least  one  district  court  judge 
shall  reside  in  each  county.  Functional  divisions  of  the  District 
Court  may  be  established  in  any  district. 

Section  5.12.    Commissioners. 

There  may  be  district  court  commissioners  in  the  number  and 
with  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  rule.  Commissioners  in  a 
district  shall  be  appointed  by  and  serve  at  the  pleasure  of  that 
judge  of  the  District  Court  who  shall  be  designated  by  rule  to 
appoint  commissioners  therein.  Commissioners  may  exercise 
powers  only  with  respect  to  warrants  of  arrest,  or  bail  or  col- 
lateral or  other  terms  of  pre-trial  release  pending  hearing,  or 
incarceration  pending  hearing,  and  then  only  as  prescribed  by 
rule. 


SELECTION  AND  TENURE  OF  JUDGES 

Section  5.13.    Judicial  Circuits. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  circuits  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  and  into  circuits  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court. 

Section  5.14.    Eligibility  for  Nomination  and  Appointment. 

A  judge  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  State  and  shall  have 
been  authorized  to  practice  law  in  the  State  for  at  least  five  years 
immediately  preceding  his  nomination.  A  nominee  for  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  or  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court 
shall  be  a  resident  of  the  circuit  where  that  court  vacancy  exists. 
A  nominee  for  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  shall  be  a  resident 
of  the  county  where  the  vacancy  exists.  A  nominee  for  judge  of 
the  District  Court  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  district  where  the 
vacancy  exists. 
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Section  5.15.    Nomination  and  Appointment. 

A  judicial  nominating  commission  shall  nominate  from  three 
to  five  eligible  persons  for  each  judicial  vacancy.  Nominations  to 
fill  a  vacancy  shall  be  made  not  more  than  thirty  days  prior  to 
nor  more  than  sixty  days  after  the  vacancy  occurs.  The  governor 
shall  fill  a  vacancy  by  appointing  one  person  from  the  list  of 
nominees.  If  the  governor  fails  to  appoint  one  of  the  nominees 
within  sixty  days  after  receiving  the  list,  his  power  to  make  the 
appointment  shall  end  and  the  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  shall  appoint  one  of  the  nominees. 

Section  5.16.    Appellate  Courts  Nominating  Commission. 

The  Appellate  Courts  Nominating  Commission  shall  make 
nominations  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Court  of  Appeals  or  on  the 
Intermediate  Appellate  Court.  The  Commission  shall  consist  of 
six  lay  members  and  six  lawyer  members.  The  term  of  each  mem- 
ber shall  be  four  years,  but  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe 
by  law  shorter  terms  for  four  of  the  lay  and  four  of  the  lawyer 
members  first  appointed  or  elected,  in  order  to  establish  over- 
lapping terms  of  office.  A  vacancy  on  the  Commission  shall  be 
filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  No  member  shall  receive 
compensation  for  his  service. 

Section  5.17.     Trial  Courts  Nominating  Commissions. 

A  trial  courts  nominating  commission  shall  make  nominations 
to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Superior  Court  or  on  the  District  Court. 
The  number  of  commissions  and  the  terms  of  their  members  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law.  Each  commission  shall  have  at  least  six 
members  and  shall  consist  of  an  equal  number  of  lay  and  lawyer 
members  as  prescribed  by  law.  No  member  shall  receive  compen- 
sation for  his  service.  Each  commission  shall  make  nominations 
to  fill  vacancies  on  the  Superior  Court  in  one  or  more  counties,  or 
on  the  District  Court  in  one  or  more  districts,  or  both,  as  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Section  5.18.    Lawyer  Members  of  Nominating  Commissions. 

Lawyers  throughout  the  State  shall  elect  by  secret  ballot  the 
lawyer  members  of  the  Appellate  Courts  Nominating  Commission. 
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Lawyers  of  the  area  for  which  each  trial  courts  nominating 
commission  is  established  shall  elect  by  secret  ballot  the  lawyer 
members  of  each  commission.  Election  procedure  and  eligi- 
bihty  of  lawyer  members  of  nominating  commissions  and  of  their 
electors  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  5.19.    Lay  Members  of  Nominating  Commissions. 

The  governor  shall  appoint  the  lay  members  of  the  Appellate 
Courts  Nominating  Commission  from  among  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  State.  The  governor  shall  appoint  the  lay  members  of  each 
trial  courts  nominating  commission  from  among  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  area  for  which  that  commission  is  established. 

Section  5.20.    Restrictions  on  Members  of  Nominating 
Commissions. 

During  his  service  on  a  commission,  a  member  shall  not  hold 
any  public  office  of  profit  or  office  in  a  political  party.  A  member 
shall  not  be  eligible  to  hold  a  judicial  office  for  two  years  imme- 
diately following  his  service  on  a  commission  and  he  shall  not 
be  eligible  to  hold  any  other  public  office  of  profit  for  one  year 
immediately  following  his  service. 

Section  5.21.    Procedures  of  Nominating  Commissions. 

Each  nominating  commission  shall  act  only  upon  the  concur- 
rence of  a  majority  of  its  members.  Each  commission  shall  elect 
one  of  its  members  as  chairman. 

Section  5.22.    Judicial  Term  of  Office. 

The  continuance  in  office  of  each  judge  shall  be  subject  to 
approval  or  rejection  at  the  next  general  election  following  the 
expiration  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  occurrence  of  the 
vacancy  to  which  he  was  appointed  and  at  the  general  election 
every  eight  years  thereafter.  The  continuance  in  office  of  each 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate 
Court  shall  be  subject  to  approval  or  rejection  by  the  voters  of 
the  entire  State.  The  continuance  in  office  of  each  judge  of  the 
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Superior  Court  and  of  the  District  Court  shall  be  subject  to 
approval  or  rejection  by  the  voters  of  the  county  or  the  district 
in  which  the  office  then  exists.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  pre- 
scribe by  rule  for  a  poll  by  secret  ballot  of  the  lawyers  of  the  area 
in  which  a  judge  stands  for  election  regarding  the  desirability 
of  his  continuance  in  office.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  prescribe 
by  rule  for  publication  of  the  results  of  the  poll.  If  the  voters 
reject  the  continuance  in  office  of  a  judge  the  office  shall  be 
vacant. 

Section  5.23.    Judicial  Retirement. 

Each  judge  shall  retire  at  the  age  of  seventy.  If  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  approve,  the  chief  judge 
may  authorize  a  retired  judge  to  perform  temporarily  judicial 
duties  in  any  court. 

Section  5.24.     Judicial  Compensation. 

Each  judge  shall  be  compensated  solely  by  the  State  for  his 
judicial  service.  The  compensation  of  a  judge  shall  not  be  reduced 
during  his  continuance  in  office.  Judges  of  the  same  court  shall 
be  paid  the  same  compensation,  including  any  pension  based  upon 
length  of  service,  except  that  a  uniform  reduction  in  compensa- 
tion may  be  made  applicable  to  all  judges  of  the  same  court 
appointed  after  the  effective  date  of  the  reduction.  A  pension 
payable  to  a  retired  judge  or  to  his  surviving  spouse,  or  to  the 
surviving  spouse  of  a  deceased  judge,  pursuant  to  provisions  in 
effect  during  his  continuance  in  office,  shall  not  be  reduced. 

Section  5.25.     Restriction  of  Non-Judicial  Activities. 

No  judge  shall  practice  law,  or  seek  public  elective  office  other 
than  the  judicial  office  he  then  holds,  or  contribute  to  or  hold 
office  in  a  political  party  or  political  organization,  or  participate 
in  a  partisan  political  campaign,  or  serve  as  officer,  director,  or 
employee  of  any  business  formed  with  the  intention  of  making  a 
profit.  No  retired  judge  while  practicing  law  or  holding  any  public 
office  of  profit  shall  be  paid  any  pension  for  his  judicial  service. 
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REMOVAL  OF  JUDGES 


Section  5.26.     Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities. 

The  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities  shall  consist  of  one 
judge  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court,  one  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court,  one  judge  of  the  District  Court,  one  lay  member, 
and  one  lawyer  member.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  appoint  the 
judicial  members.  The  governor  shall  appoint  the  lay  and  lawyer 
members  from  among  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State.  The  term 
of  each  member  shall  be  four  years,  but  the  General  Assembly 
shall  prescribe  by  law  shorter  terms  for  the  three  judicial  mem- 
bers and  one  of  the  other  members  first  appointed,  in  order  to 
establish  overlapping  terms  of  office.  A  vacancy  on  the  Commis- 
sion shall  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  No  member 
shall  receive  compensation  for  his  service. 

Section  5.27.    Powers  of  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities. 

The  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities  shall  have  the  power  to 
investigate  com.plaints  against  any  judge,  to  conduct  hearings  con- 
cerning the  removal  or  retirement  of  a  judge,  to  administer  oaths 
and  affirmations,  to  issue  process  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  and  the  production  of  evidence,  and  to  require  persons 
to  testify  and  produce  evidence  by  granting  them  immunity  from 
prosecution  or  from  penalty  or  forfeiture.  The  Commission  shall 
have  the  power  to  recommend  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  the 
removal  or  retirement  of  a  judge.  All  proceedings,  testimony, 
and  evidence  before  the  Commission  shall  be  confidential  and 
privileged,  except  that  the  record  of  any  proceeding  filed  with 
the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  lose  its  confidential  character.  The 
Court  of  Appeals  shall  prescribe  by  rule  the  means  to  implement 
and  enforce  the  powers  of  the  Commission. 

Section  5.28.     Procedures  of  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities. 

The  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities  shall  act  only  upon 
the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  its  members.  The  Commission 
shall  elect  one  of  its  members  as  chairman.  Practice  and  pro- 
cedure before  the  Commission  shall  be  prescribed  by  rule. 
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Section  5.29.     Removal  by  Court  of  Appeals. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabili- 
ties that  a  judge  be  removed  from  office,  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
after  a  hearing  and  upon  a  finding  of  misconduct  while  in  office, 
or  of  persistent  failure  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  or  of 
conduct  prejudicial  to  the  proper  administration  of  justice,  may 
remove  the  judge  from  office  or  may  censure  him.  A  judge 
removed  under  this  section,  and  his  surviving  spouse,  shall  have 
the  rights  and  privileges  accruing  from  his  judicial  service  only 
to  the  extent  prescribed  by  the  order  of  removal.  No  judge  shall 
sit  in  judgment  in  any  hearing  involving  his  own  removal. 

Section  5.30.     Retirement  by  Court  of  Appeals. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabili- 
ties that  a  judge  be  retired  from  office,  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
after  hearing  and  upon  a  finding  of  disability  which  is  or  is  likely 
to  become  permanent  and  which  seriously  interferes  with  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  may  retire  the  judge  from  office.  A 
judge  retired  under  this  section  shall  have  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges prescribed  by  law  for  other  retired  judges.  No  judge  shall 
sit  in  judgment  in  any  hearing  involving  his  own  retirement. 

ADMIISISTRATIOIS 

Section  5.31.     Administration  of  Judicial  System. 

The  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  the  adminis- 
trative head  of  the  judicial  system.  He  shall  designate,  to  serve 
at  his  pleasure,  one  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  judge,  one 
Superior  Court  judge,  and  one  District  Court  judge  as  the  chief 
judge  of  each  court.  Each  shall  perform  those  duties  in  the 
administration  of  the  judicial  system  that  the  chief  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  shall  assign  to  him.  The  chief  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  may  assign  administrative  duties  to  other 
judges  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  rule.  Any  judge  may  be 
assigned  to  sit  temporarily  in  any  court  as  prescribed  by  rule. 
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Section  5.32.    Cost  of  Judicial  Branch. 

The  cost  of  the  operation  and  administration  of  the  judicial 
branch  shall  be  borne  exclusively  by  the  State,  and  all  revenues 
derived  from  the  operation  and  administration  of  the  judicial 
branch  shall  inure  to  the  State. 

Section  5.33.    Clerks  of  Court. 

The  chief  judge  of  each  court  shall  appoint,  to  serve  at  his 
pleasure,  a  chief  clerk  of  that  court.  There  shall  be  in  each  county 
a  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  who  shall  be  selected  as  prescribed 
by  law.  There  shall  be  in  each  county  a  clerk  of  the  District  Court 
whose  appointment  and  term  shall  be  prescribed  by  rule. 


ARTICLE  6.     FINANCE 

TAXATION 

Section  6.01.    Power  to  Tax. 

Taxes  shall  be  imposed  only  for  public  purposes  and  only  by 
the  elected  representatives  of  the  people  exercising  legislative 
powers. 

Section  6.02.    Local  Taxing  Power. 

All  units  of  local  government  shall  retain,  unless  withdrawn 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  law,  those  taxing  powers  that  they 
have  at  the  effective  date  of  this  Constitution.  Taxing  powers 
may  be  granted  or  withdrav/n  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law 
applicable  to  all  municipal  corporations  or  by  law  applicable  to 
one  or  more  of  the  other  popularly  elected  representative  local 
governments. 

Section  6.03.    Assessments. 

Assessments  with  respect  to  any  tax  shall  be  made  pursuant 
to  uniform  rules  and  pursuant  to  classifications  of  property, 
taxpayers,  and  events  prescribed  by  law,  which  classes  shall 
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include  agricultural  property  as  defined  by  the  General  Assembly 
by  law. 

Section  6.04.     Equalization. 

The  State  shall  prescribe  and  administer  uniform  rules  and 
methods  for  determining  property  tax  assessments.  State  funds 
distributed  to  units  of  local  government  on  the  basis  of  assess- 
ments of  property  shall  be  determined  by  assessments  equalized 
among  those  units,  as  prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law. 

Section  6.05.     Exemptions. 

Exemptions  with  respect  to  any  tax  imposed  by  the  State  shall 
be  made  pursuant  to  uniform  rules  within  classes  of  property, 
taxpayers,  or  events. 

STATE  DEBT  ^\D  GIFTS 

Section  6.06.    State  Indebtedness. 

The  State  shall  have  the  power  to  incur  indebtedness  for  any 
public  purpose  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions that  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law.  Unless  the 
law  authorizing  the  creation  of  an  obligation  includes  an  irre- 
vocable pledge  of  the  full  faith  and  credit  of  the  State,  the  obliga- 
tion shall  not  be  considered  an  indebtedness  of  the  State  and  the 
terms  of  this  section  shall  not  apply.  If  the  law  includes  such  a 
pledge  the  obligation  shall  be  secured  by  the  unlimited  taxing 
power  of  the  State  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  terms  of  this  sec- 
tion. If  at  any  time  the  General  Assembly  shall  have  failed  to 
appropriate  and  to  make  available  sufficient  funds  to  provide 
for  the  timely  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  then  due 
upon  all  state  indebtedness,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  comptroller 
to  pay,  or  to  make  available  for  payment,  to  the  holders  of  such 
indebtedness  from  the  first  revenues  thereafter  received  appli- 
cable to  the  general  funds  of  the  State,  a  sum  equal  to  such  inter- 
est and  principal.  All  state  indebtedness  shall  mature  within  fif- 
teen years  from  the  time  when  such  indebtedness  is  incurred, 
except  that  at  the  time  of  authorizing  the  indebtedness  the 
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General  Assembly  by  law  may  extend  the  period  to  not  more  than 
twenty-five  years  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  the 
members  of  each  house. 

Section  6.07.    Gift  or  Loan  of  Assets  or  Credit. 

The  assets  or  credit  of  the  State  shall  not  be  given  or  lent  to 
any  individual,  association,  or  corporation  unless  a  public  purpose 
will  be  served  thereby  and  unless  authorized  by  the  General 
Assembly  by  a  law  stating  the  public  purpose  to  be  served.  A  gift 
of  assets  may  be  authorized  by  a  law  enacted  by  the  affirmative 
vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  each  house,  but  a  law 
authorizing  a  gift  of  credit  or  a  loan  of  credit  or  a  loan  of  assets 
shall  require  the  affirmative  vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  each  house. 


BUDGET  AND  APPROPRIATIONS 

Section  6.08.    Appropriations. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  not  appropriate  any  money  from 
the  treasury  except  by  a  budget  bill  or  a  supplementary  appro- 
priation bill. 

Section  6.09.    The  Budget. 

The  governor  shall  submit  a  budget  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year 
to  the  General  Assembly  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  January  in 
each  year,  except  that  in  the  year  after  the  election  of  a  new  gov- 
ernor, the  budget  shall  be  submitted  not  later  than  twelve  days 
after  the  convening  of  the  regular  session  of  the  General 
Assembly.  In  any  year  the  time  may  be  extended  by  the  General 
Assembly.  The  budget  shall  show  the  estimated  surplus  or  deficit 
of  revenues  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  year  and  shall  contain 
for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  an  estimate  of  revenues,  a  complete 
plan  of  proposed  expenditures  by  program  including  all  appro- 
priations required  by  this  Constitution  or  by  law,  and  any  addi- 
tional information  prescribed  by  law,  all  in  such  form  and  detail 
as   the   governor   shall   determine.   The   total   of  the   proposed 
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expenditures   shall  be   limited  to   funds  available  therefor   as 
shown  in  the  budget. 

Section  6.10.    Mandatory  Appropriations. 

The  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  legislative  branch  cer- 
tified by  the  presiding  officer  of  each  house,  and  for  the  judicial 
branch  certified  by  the  judge  designated  by  the  chief  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  to  certify  the  judicial  branch  budget,  shall 
be  transmitted  to  the  governor  in  the  form  and  at  the  time  that 
he  shall  direct.  To  the  extent  that  appropriations  for  the  legisla- 
tive and  judicial  branches  and  for  state  support  of  public  school 
systems  are  required  by  law,  the  estimates  therefor  shall  be 
included  in  the  budget  without  revision. 

Section  6.11.     Presentation  of  Budget  Bill. 

At  the  time  the  governor  submits  the  budget  to  the  General 
Assembly,  he  shall  deliver  to  the  presiding  officer  of  each  house 
a  budget  bill  for  all  the  proposed  appropriations  of  the  budget, 
classified  and  in  the  form  and  detail  that  he  shall  determine  or 
that  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law.  Each  presiding 
officer  shall  promptly  cause  the  budget  bill  to  be  introduced. 
Before  final  action  on  the  budget  bill  by  the  General  Assembly, 
the  governor  may  amend  or  supplement  the  bill  to  correct  an 
oversight,  to  appropriate  funds  contingent  on  passage  of  pend- 
ing legislation,  or  to  provide  for  an  emergency.  An  amendment 
or  a  supplement  shall  be  delivered  to  the  presiding  officer  of  each 
house,  and  it  shall  become  an  addition,  substitute,  or  modification 
of  the  budget  bill  or  any  item  thereof.  Each  amendment  or  sup- 
plement shall  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  by  the  governor 
explaining  the  reasons  therefor. 

Section  6.12.    Amendment  of  Budget  Bill. 

The  General  Assembly  may  amend  the  budget  bill  by  increas- 
ing any  item  relating  to  the  legislative  or  judicial  branches,  or 
by  reducing  or  striking  out  any  item  except  the  appropriation 
of  sufficient  funds  to  provide  for  the  timely  payment  of  interest 
upon  and  installments  of  principal  of  all  state  indebtedness  and 
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the  appropriations  required  by  law  for  state  support  of  public 
school  systems.  The  General  Assembly  may  not  amend  the  budget 
bill  in  any  other  manner,  or  change  the  estimate  of  revenues,  or 
decrease  the  compensation  of  a  public  officer  during  his  term  of 
office. 

Section  6.13.    Enactment  of  Budget  Bill. 

The  budget  bill  shall  become  law  when  passed  by  both  houses 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  veto  by  the 
governor.  If  the  budget  bill  shall  not  have  been  finally  enacted 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  the  eightieth  day  of  its  regular 
session,  the  governor  shall  issue  a  proclamation  extending  the 
session  until  the  enactment  of  the  budget  bill  and  ten  days  there- 
after. After  the  proclamation  no  other  legislation,  except  pro- 
vision for  the  cost  of  the  extended  session,  shall  be  finally  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  until  the  budget  bill  has  been  enacted. 

Section  6.14.    Testimony  on  Budget  Bill. 

Either  house  of  the  General  Assembly  may  require  any  person 
in  any  branch  or  agency  of  the  state  government,  other  than  the 
governor,  to  appear  and  testify  with  respect  to  the  budget  bill 
or  a  supplementary  appropriation  bill.  The  governor  or  a  person 
designated  by  him  shall  have  the  right  to  appear  and  testify  with 
respect  to  these  bills. 

Section  6.15.    Supplementary  Appropriations. 

Any  other  appropriation  shall  be  embodied  in  a  supplementary 
appropriation  bill,  the  purpose  or  purposes  of  which  shall  be 
clearly  defined  therein.  In  a  regular  session  a  supplementary 
appropriation  bill  may  be  passed  by  either  house,  but  shall  not 
be  finally  passed  by  both  houses  until  the  budget  bill  has  been 
enacted.  In  a  special  session  a  supplementary  appropriation  bill 
may  be  considered  and  enacted  at  any  time.  Except  with  regard 
to  capital  projects  submitted  by  the  governor,  a  supplementary 
appropriation  bill  shall  provide  the  revenue  necessary  to  pay  the 
appropriation  by  a  tax,  direct  or  indirect,  to  be  levied  and  col- 
lected as  prescribed  therein. 

38 


Section  6.16.    Capital  Expenditures. 

Appropriations  for  capital  projects  to  be  financed  by  the  crea- 
tion of  indebtedness  of  the  State  shall  be  embodied  in  a  supple- 
mentary appropriation  bill  which  shall  contain  an  irrevocable 
pledge  of  the  full  faith  and  credit  and  unlimited  taxing  power 
of  the  State.  Any  such  appropriation  that  is  in  addition  to  or 
exceeds  the  capital  appropriations  submitted  to  the  General 
Assembly  by  the  governor  shall  provide  for  a  tax,  direct  or  indi- 
rect, sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  service  required  thereby,  to  be 
levied  and  collected  as  prescribed  in  the  supplementary  appro- 
priation bill. 

LOTTERY 


Section  6.17.    Lottery. 

Neither  the  State  nor  any  unit  of  local  government  shall  oper- 
ate or  authorize  a  lottery  for  the  purpose  of  financing  any  ex- 
penses of  government. 

ARTICLE  7.     LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 


COVISTIES 

Section  7.01.    Establishment  of  Counties. 

County  shall  mean  Baltimore  City,  each  of  the  twenty-three 
existing  counties,  and  other  counties  established  pursuant  to  this 
Constitution.  The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law  for  the 
establishment,  merger,  or  dissolution  of  counties,  or  for  the  altera- 
tion of  their  boundaries.  No  such  law  shall  become  effective  until 
submitted  to  the  voters  of  each  county  affected  and  approved  by 
a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the  question  in  each  county  affected. 

Section  7.02.    Structure  of  County  Governments. 

Each  county  shall  have  a  written  instrument  of  government 
which  establishes  its  governmental  structure.  An  instrument  of 
government  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  county  and 
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shall  be  adopted  only  if  approved  by  a  majority  of  those  voting  on 
the  proposal. 

Section  7.03.    Change  of  Structure  of  County  Governments. 

An  amendment  to  an  instrument  of  government  may  be  pro- 
posed to  the  voters  of  a  county  by  its  governing  body  or  by  peti- 
tion of  the  voters  in  the  county  as  prescribed  in  the  instrument  of 
government.  An  amendment  also  may  be  proposed  by  other  means 
prescribed  either  in  the  instrument  of  government  or  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  law.  An  amendment  shall  be  adopted  only  if 
approved  by  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the  proposal. 

Section  7.04.    Powers  of  Counties. 

A  county  may  exercise  any  power,  other  than  the  judicial 
power,  or  perform  any  function  unless  that  power  or  function 
has  been  denied  to  the  county  by  the  Constitution  or  by  its  instru- 
ment of  government,  or  has  been  transferred  exclusively  to 
another  governmental  unit,  or  has  been  denied  to  the  county  by  the 
General  Assembly  by  law.  A  county  may  exercise  only  those  tax- 
ing powers  granted  to  it  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law  but  shall 
retain  taxing  powers  granted  to  it  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this 
Constitution,  unless  any  of  those  powers  are  subsequently  denied 
to  it  by  law. 


MVmClPAL  CORPORATIONS  AJSD 
INTRACOUISTY  GOVERNMENTAL  UNITS 

Section  7.05.    Existing  Municipal  Corporations. 

Municipal  corporation  shall  mean  an  incorporated  city,  town, 
or  village,  but  shall  not  include  Baltimore  City  or  any  other 
county.  Municipal  corporations  existing  at  the  effective  date  of 
this  Constitution  may  not  be  merged  or  dissolved  or  have  their 
boundaries  altered  or  have  their  existing  powers  withdrawn, 
without  the  consent  of  the  governing  bodies  of  the  county  and  the 
municipal  corporations  affected,  or  except  as  the  General  As- 
sembly may  prescribe  by  law. 
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Section  7.06.    New  Municipal  Corporations  and  Intracounty 
Governmental  Units. 

A  county  may  provide  by  law  for  the  creation  of  new  municipal 
corporations  and  other  units  of  local  government  comprising  a 
part  of  the  area  of  the  county  and  by  law  may  grant  to  and  with- 
draw from  them  any  and  all  powers  of  the  county,  subject  to  any 
procedures  and  standards  that  the  General  Assembly  may  pre- 
scribe by  law. 

Section  7.07.    Additional  Powers  of  Municipal  Corporations. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  or  a  county  by  law  may  grant 
additional  powers  to  municipal  corporations,  and  the  granting 
authority  may  withdraw  such  powers. 


MULTI.COU1STY  GOVERNMENTS 

Section  7.08.    Establishment  of  Multi-County  Governmental 
Units. 

Multi-county  governmental  units,  including  intergovernmental 
authorities  and  popularly  elected  representative  regional  govern- 
ments, shall  consist  of  all  or  part  of  two  or  more  counties.  The 
General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law  for  the  establishment, 
merger,  or  dissolution  of  multi-county  governmental  units,  or  for 
the  alteration  of  their  boundaries,  or  for  the  powers  they  may 
exercise.  The  General  Assembly  may  provide  for  referenda  on 
any  of  these  laws  pertaining  to  a  popularly  elected  representative 
regional  government. 

Section  7.09.    Financing  of  Intergovernmental  Authorities. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  or  a  popularly  elected  repre- 
sentative local  government  by  law  may  grant  to  an  intergovern- 
mental authority  the  power  to  impose  and  to  collect  service  or 
benefit  charges,  to  borrow  money,  and  to  collect  taxes  imposed 
by  the  General  Assembly  or  by  the  popularly  elected  representa- 
tive local  government,  but  may  not  grant  the  power  to  impose 
taxes. 
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CREDIT  LIMITATIOISS 

Section  7.10.    Credit  Limitations  of  Local  Governments. 

The  assets  or  credit  of  a  unit  of  local  government  may  be  given 
or  lent  to  any  individual,  association,  or  corporation  only  if  a 
public  purpose  will  be  served  thereby,  and  then  subject  to  any 
other  restrictions  prescribed  by  law.  The  act  of  the  governing 
body  making  the  gift  or  loan  shall  state  the  public  purpose 
to  be  served,  and  no  gift  of  credit  or  loan  of  credit  or  loan  of 
assets  shall  be  made  without  the  consent  of  three-fifths  of  the 
members  of  the  governing  body. 


ARTICLE  8.    EDUCATION 

Section  8.01.    Public  Education. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  shall  provide  for  a  statewide 
system  of  free  public  schools.  The  system  shall  be  headed  by  a 
governing  board  whose  members  shall  be  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor. The  General  Assembly  by  law  shall  provide  also  for  such 
other  public  educational  institutions  and  services  as  may  be 
necessary  or  desirable  for  the  intellectual,  cultural,  and  occupa- 
tional development  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

Section  8.02.    Public  Higher  Education. 

The  governing  boards  prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
law  for  the  University  of  Maryland,  the  state  colleges,  and  all 
other  state  institutions  of  higher  education,  including  community 
colleges,  shall  formulate  policies  for  their  respective  institutions 
and  shall  have  general  supervision  over  them  in  all  academic 
matters.  These  boards  may  be  granted  by  the  General  Assembly 
by  law  such  additional  powers  of  supervision,  direction,  and  con- 
trol of  their  respective  institutions  and  over  the  expenditure  of 
their  funds  as  the  General  Assembly  may  deem  to  be  appropriate. 
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ARTICLE  9.    GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

Section  9.01.    Oath. 

Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to  any  office  of  profit  or 
trust  under  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  this  State,  before  he  en- 
ters upon  the  duties  of  such  oflftce,  shall  take  and  subscribe  to  the 
following  oath  or  affirmation,  the  parenthetical  language  being 

optional:  "(In  the  presence  of  Almighty  God)  I,  , 

do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States;  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  allegiance 
to  the  State  of  Maryland  and  support  the  Constitution  and  laws 
thereof;  and  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment, 
diligently  and  faithfully,  without  partiality  or  prejudice  execute 

the  oflfice  of ,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 

of  this  State."  No  other  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  required. 
Should  any  person  elected  or  appointed  to  an  office  of  profit  or 
trust  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  the  oath  or  affirmation,  then  such 
office  shall  be  vacant,  and  shall  be  filled  as  prescribed  by  this  Con- 
stitution or  by  law. 

Section  9.02.    Conflict  of  Interest. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by  law  a  code  of  ethics, 
and  provide  for  the  regulation  of  conflicts  of  interest,  for  all 
elected  state  officers. 

Section  9.03.     Limitation  on  Holding  Office. 

No  person  shall  hold  at  the  same  time  more  than  one  office  of 
profit  created  by  this  Constitution  or  the  laws  of  this  State,  ex- 
cept as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  9.04.     Impeachment. 

The  House  of  Delegates  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeach- 
ment of  elected  state  officers,  judges,  and  any  other  state  officers 
who  may  be  designated  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law,  in  cases 
of  serious  crimes  or  serious  misconduct  in  office.  The  affirmative 
vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates 
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shall  be  required  to  impeach.  Impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  a 
special  tribunal  of  ten  judges  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Appeals 
from  among  the  judges  of  the  State.  The  concurrence  of  three- 
fifths  of  the  judges  of  the  special  tribunal  shall  be  required  to 
convict.  Judgment  upon  conviction  shall  be  removal  from  office 
and  may  include  disqualification  from  holding  any  office  of  public 
trust,  and  deprivation  of  pension  rights  and  other  privileges  of 
office.  A  person  tried  upon  impeachment,  whether  or  not  con- 
victed, nevertheless  may  be  subject  to  criminal  prosecution  and 
punishment  according  to  law. 

Section  9.05.     Militia. 

The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law  for  a  militia.  The 
governor  shall  be  its  commander  in  chief  and  shall  appoint  its 
officers.  The  governor  may  order  the  militia  into  active  service 
to  repel  invasions,  to  suppress  insurrections,  to  enforce  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  to  provide  assistance  when  great  destruc- 
tion of  life  or  property  may  be  threatened  or  may  have  occurred. 
The  military  authority  of  the  State  shall  be  and  remain  subject 
to  civil  control  in  the  person  of  the  governor  at  all  times.  Only 
a  member  of  the  militia  may  be  subject  to  a  military  trial  and 
then  only  for  offenses  committed  while  in  actual  service. 

Section  9.06.     Natural  Resources. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  conserva- 
tion, enhancement,  improvement,  and  protection  of  the  natural 
environment,  natural  resources,  and  natural  beauty  of  the  State. 

Section  9.07.     Consumer  Protection. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  protection 
and  education  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  against  harmful  and 
unfair  business  practices. 

Section  9.08.     Sovereign  Immunity. 

Sovereign  immunity  may  not  be  pleaded  as  a  defense  in  a  suit 
against  the  State  or  any  unit  of  local  government,  or  any  of 
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their  departments  or  agencies,  except  to  the  extent  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  9.09.     Intergovernmental  Cooperation. 

The  State  or  any  unit  of  local  government,  except  as  limited  by 
any  law,  may  cooperate  or  agree  with  one  or  more  other  govern- 
mental unit  or  units,  whether  within  or  without  the  boundaries  of 
the  State,  including  the  federal  and  state  governments,  for  the 
exercise  of  any  of  its  powers  and  functions. 

Section  9.10.     Corporation  Charters. 

Corporations  may  be  formed  under  general  laws,  but  shall  not 
be  created  by  special  act,  except  in  cases  where  no  general  laws 
exist  providing  for  the  creation  of  corporations  of  the  same  gen- 
eral character  as  the  corporation  proposed  to  be  created ;  and  any 
act  of  incorporation  passed  in  violation  of  this  section  shall  be 
void.  All  charters  granted,  or  adopted,  in  pursuance  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  all  charters  heretofore  granted  and  created  subject  to 
repeal  or  modification  may  be  altered,  from  time  to  time,  or  be 
repealed;  provided  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  banks  or  the  incorporation  thereof.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  not  alter  or  amend  the  charter  of  any  corporation 
existing  on  December  3,  1891,  or  pass  any  other  general  or  spe- 
cial law  for  the  benefit  of  such  corporation  except  upon  the  con- 
dition that  such  corporation  shall  surrender  all  claim  to  exemp- 
tion from  taxation  or  from  the  repeal  or  modification  of  its 
charter,  and  that  such  corporation  shall  thereafter  hold  its  char- 
ter subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution;  and  any  cor- 
poration chartered  by  this  State  which  shall  accept,  use,  enjoy, 
or  in  any  wise  avail  itself  of  any  rights,  privileges,  or  advantages 
granted  or  conferred  by  any  general  or  special  act,  shall  be  con- 
clusively presumed  to  have  thereby  surrendered  any  exemption 
from  taxation  to  which  it  may  be  entitled  under  its  charter  and 
shall  be  thereafter  subject  to  taxation  as  if  no  such  exemption  has 
been  granted  by  its  charter  except  to  the  extent  that  application 
of  this  section  may  be  prohibited  by  Article  I,  Section  10,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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ARTICLE  10.     EFFECT  AND  AMENDMENT  OF 
CONSTITUTION 

Section  10.01.    EflFective  Date  of  Constitution. 

This  Constitution  shall  become  effective,  and  the  Constitution 
of  1867  as  amended  shall  cease  to  be  effective,  on  July  1,  1968, 
except  as  otherwise  specifically  provided  in  the  Schedule  of  Tran- 
sitional Provisions  attached  to  this  Constitution. 

Section  10.02.    Effect  of  Constitution  on  Existing  Law. 

All  legislation,  including  local  legislation,  and  all  other  law, 
including  common  law,  in  force  on  June  30,  1968,  insofar  as  it 
is  not  in  conflict  with  this  Constitution,  shall  continue  in  force 
until  it  expires  by  its  own  limitation  or  is  lawfully  changed.  A 
law  in  effect  on  June  30,  1968,  shall  not  be  deemed  in  conflict 
with  this  Constitution  solely  because  it  was  enacted  pursuant 
to  authority  granted  by  a  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  1867  as 
amended.  All  existing  writs,  actions,  suits,  proceedings,  civil  or 
criminal  liabilities,  prosecutions,  judgments,  sentences,  orders, 
decrees,  appeals,  causes  of  action,  contracts,  claims,  demands, 
property  titles,  and  rights  shall  continue  unaffected  except  as 
modified  by  law  or  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Con- 
stitution. 

Section  10.03.    Constitutional  Amendment. 

An  amendment  to  this  Constitution  may  be  proposed  either 
by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each 
house  of  the  General  Assembly  or  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  of  a  constitutional  convention.  Any 
proposed  amendment  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  State 
at  a  special  or  general  election  as  determined  by  the  General 
Assembly  or  by  the  convention,  whichever  proposes  the  amend- 
ment. Notice  of  the  election  shall  be  given  as  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  prescribe  by  law.  Unless  otherwise  provided,  the 
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amendment  shall  become  effective  thirty  days  after  approval  by 
the  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the  amendment. 

Section  10.04.    Constitutional  Convention. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  may  call  a  constitutional  con- 
vention at  any  time  or  may  submit  the  question  of  calling  a  con- 
stitutional convention  to  the  voters  of  the  State  at  any  time.  If 
a  constitutional  convention  shall  not  have  been  called  or  if  the 
question  of  calling  a  convention  shall  not  have  been  submitted 
to  the  voters  of  the  State  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  then  the 
question  shall  be  submitted  at  the  next  general  election.  A  con- 
vention shall  be  held  within  two  years  after  a  majority  of  those 
voting  on  the  question  approve  the  calling  of  a  convention  or 
within  two  years  after  the  General  Assembly  calls  a  conven- 
tion. Within  sixty  days  after  approval  by  the  voters  or  within 
sixty  days  after  the  General  Assembly  calls  a  convention,  the  gov- 
ernor shall  appoint  a  commission  to  prepare  for  the  convention. 
Not  later  than  the  second  regular  session  following  the  approval, 
the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by  law  the  manner  for  elect- 
ing delegates,  for  filling  vacancies  in  the  position  of  delegate,  and 
for  assembling  the  convention,  and  shall  appropriate  sufficient 
funds  for  the  work  of  the  convention.  The  convention  shall  adopt 
its  own  rules  of  procedure.  Any  proposal  recommended  by  the  con- 
vention for  changing  the  Constitution  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  the  State  for  adoption,  and  shall  be  effective  only  if  ap- 
proved by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the 
'oroposal. 


VOTE  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION 

This  Constitution,  the  attached  Schedule  of  Transitional  Pro- 
visions, and  the  attached  Schedule  of  Legislation  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State  for  ratification  or 
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rejection  at  the  special  referendum  election  to  be  held  on  May 
14,  1968,  in  accordance  with  the  procedures  prescribed  by  Chap- 
ter 4  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  of  1967. 
If  this  Constitution  is  ratified  at  such  special  referendum  election, 
then  the  attached  Schedule  of  Transitional  Provisions  is  ratified 
as  a  part  thereof  and  the  attached  Schedule  of  Legislation  is 
adopted  also  and  shall  take  effect  as  provided  therein. 

DONE  in  Convention  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  this  tenth  day  of 
January  in  the  year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixty-eight. 


/s/  H.  Vernon  Eney 
President 


Attest : 


/s/  Robert  J.  Martineau 
Secretary 
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SCHEDULE  OF 
TRANSITIONAL  PROVISIONS 

This  schedule  is  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  provisions 
contained  herein  are  of  the  same  force  and  effect  as  those  con- 
tained in  the  numbered  articles  of  this  Constitution,  but  differ 
only  in  that  their  effect  is  of  limited  duration  and  expire  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  own  terms.  The  grouping  of  sections  in  this 
schedule  under  the  titles  of  the  various  articles  of  this  Constitu- 
tion is  intended  for  convenience  only  and  not  as  a  limitation  on 
the  applicability  of  the  sections. 

GENERAL 

Section  1.     Definition. 

In  this  schedule  the  words  "prior  Constitution"  mean  the  Con- 
stitution of  1867  as  amended. 

Section  2.     Incumbents. 

Offices  expressly  established  by  the  prior  Constitution  shall 
exist  only  insofar  as  they  are  provided  for  in  this  Constitution  or 
by  law  not  in  conflict  with  this  Constitution.  Except  as  other- 
wise provided  in  this  Constitution,  persons  holding  such  offices 
on  June  30,  1968,  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  office  ceases  to 
exist  or  until  the  completion  of  the  term  for  which  they  have 
been  elected  or  appointed,  whichever  shall  first  occur.  The  taking 
effect  of  this  Constitution,  or  any  provision  thereof,  shall  not  of 
itself  affect  the  tenure,  term,  status  or  compensation  of  any  per- 
son then  holding  any  other  public  office,  position  or  employment 
in  this  State,  except  as  provided  in  this  Constitution. 

DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS 

Section  3.     Eminent  Domain. 

The  provisions  of  section   1.16,  insofar  as  they  pertain  to 
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compensation  for  private  property  damaged  for  public  use  or  pur- 
poses, shall  not  be  effective  until  July  1,  1969. 


SUFFRAGE  AND  ELECTIONS 

Section  4.    Effect  of  Certain  Sections. 

Sections  2.10  through  2.13  shall  be  effective  as  to  laws  enacted 
on  or  after  July  1,  1968.  Laws  enacted  prior  to  July  1,  1968,  shall 
be  subject  to  referendum  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  prior 
Constitution. 

Section  5.    Referendum  for  Public  Local  Laws. 

A  public  local  law  enacted  prior  to  January  6, 1971,  for  any  one 
county  shall  be  referred  only  to  the  people  of  said  county  upon  a 
referendum  petition  of  ten  per  cent  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
county  calculated  upon  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  therein  for 
governor  at  the  last  preceding  gubernatorial  election. 

LEGISLATIVE  BRANCH 

Section  6.    Delayed  Effect  of  Certain  Sections. 

Sections  3.03,  3.04  and  3.09  shall  become  effective  on  the  second 
Wednesday  in  December  1970,  but  candidates  standing  for  elec- 
tion to  the  General  Assembly  in  the  election  of  November  1970 
shall  be  qualified  as  required  by  section  3.09  and  shall  stand  for 
election  in  districts  selected  pursuant  to  sections  3.03  and  3.04. 

Section  7.    Redistricting. 

The  redistricting  of  seats  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Dele- 
gates for  the  election  of  November  1970  shall  be  based  on  those 
most  recent  official  determinations  of  state  population  prescribed 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  law.  This  redistricting  shall  be 
accomplished  in  accordance  with  sections  3.04, 3.05,  and  3.06. 
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EXECUTIVE  BRANCH 

Section  8.    Election  of  Officers. 

The  first' general  election  of  governor,  lieutenant  governor, 
attorney  general,  and  comptroller  under  this  Constitution  shall  be 
on  November  3,  1970. 

Section  9.    Terms  of  Office  of  Incumbents. 

The  terms  of  office  of  the  governor,  attorney  general,  comp- 
troller, and  treasurer  in  office  on  June  30, 1968,  respectively,  shall 
continue  until  January  6,  1971,  and,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
treasurer,  until  their  respective  successors  shall  have  qualified. 

Section  10.    Lieutenant  Governor. 

The  office  of  lieutenant  governor  shall  remain  vacant  until 
January  6,  1971. 

Section  11.    Vacancies  in  the  Office  of  Governor. 

Sections  6  and  7  of  article  II  of  the  prior  Constitution  shall 
continue  in  effect  until  January  6,  1971. 

Section  12.    Initial  Organization. 

The  initial  allocation  of  offices,  agencies,  and  instrumentalities, 
among  and  within  principal  departments  by  law  pursuant  to  sec- 
tion 4.26  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  completed  by  the  General 
Assembly  by  June  30,  1970.  If  such  allocation  is  not  completed  by 
June  30,  1970,  the  governor  prior  to  January  6,  1971,  shall  make 
the  initial  allocation  by  executive  order.  Such  executive  order 
shall  have  the  force  of  law  without  being  subject  to  disapproval 
by  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  13.    Board  of  Public  Works. 

The  rights,  powers,  and  duties  vested  in  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  by  the  prior  Constitution  shall  continue  to  be  so  vested 
until  January  6,  1971. 
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Section  14.    Delayed  Effect  of  Certain  Sections. 

Section  4.06  through  4.11,  section  4.20,  and  section  4.25  shall 
become  effective  January  6,  1971.  Sections  4.26  through  4.30  shall 
become  effective  upon  the  completion  of  the  initial  allocation  of 
offices,  agencies,  and  instrumentalities,  among  and  within  princi- 
pal departments  by  law  pursuant  to  section  12  of  this  schedule. 


JUDICIAL  BRANCH 

Section  15.    Judicial  Power. 

Section  5.01  shall  not  become  effective  as  to  the  District  Court 
until  January  1,  1970.  The  judicial  power  vested  in  the  Orphans' 
Courts  as  of  June  30,  1968,  shall  continue  until  January  1,  1971. 
The  judicial  power  vested  in  the  justices  of  the  peace.  People's 
Courts,  Municipal  Courts  and  the  Housing  Court  of  Baltimore 
County  as  of  June  30,  1968,  shall  continue  until  January  1,  1970. 
Each  of  such  justices  of  the  peace  and  each  of  such  courts  other 
than  the  Orphans'  Courts  shall  have  until  January  1,  1970,  and 
the  Orphans'  Courts  shall  have  until  January  1,  1971,  the  powers 
and  jurisdiction  vested  in  each  of  them,  respectively,  on  June  30, 
1968,  subject  to  such  changes  as  the  General  Assembly  may  pre- 
scribe by  law. 

Section  16.    Pending  Causes — Appellate  Courts  and  Trial  Courts 
of  General  Jurisdiction. 

All  matters  pending  on  June  30,  1968,  in  (a)  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  (b)  the  Court  of  Special  Appeals,  and  (c)  the  Circuit 
Court  for  any  county,  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Baltimore  City  Court,  the  Criminal 
Court  of  Baltimore,  the  Circuit  Court  of  Baltimore  City, 
the  Circuit  Court  No.  2  of  Baltimore  City,  and  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City  shall  be  decided  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  respectively,  in  (a)  the  Court  of  Appeals  created  by  this  Con- 
stitution, (b)  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court,  and  (c)  the 
Superior  Court  in  the  county  in  which  the  matter  was  pending 
on  June  30,  1968,  unless  lawfully  removed  therefrom. 
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Section  17.    Pending   Causes — Courts  of  Limited  Jurisdiction. 

The  first  sentence  of  section  5.10,  all  of  section  5.11  and  all  of 
section  5.12  shall  become  effective  on  January  1, 1970.  Any  matter 
pending  on  December  31,  1969,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  or 
any  People's  Court  or  Municipal  Court  or  in  the  Housing  Court 
of  Baltimore  County  shall  be  decided  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
in  the  District  Court  in  the  county  in  which  the  matter  was  pend- 
ing on  December  31,  1969,  unless  thereafter  lawfully  removed. 

Section  18.    Uniform  Jurisdiction. 

The  third  sentence  of  section  5.08  and  the  second  sentence  of 
section  5.10  shall  become  effective  January  1,  1971,  except  as  to 
matters  then  pending.  Until  January  1,  1971,  the  provisions  of 
the  second  paragraph  of  article  IV,  section  20,  of  the  prior  Con- 
stitution shall  remain  in  effect. 

Section  19.    Continuance  in  Judicial  Office. 

Each  judge  of  (a)  the  Court  of  Appeals,  (b)  the  Court  of  Spe- 
cial Appeals,  and  (c)  the  first  and  second  judicial  circuits,  the 
Circuit  Courts  for  the  counties,  and  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Balti- 
more City,  in  office  on  June  30,  1968,  shall  continue  in  office  as  a 
judge,  respectively,  of  (a)  the  Court  of  Appeals  created  by  this 
Constitution,  (b)  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court,  and  (c)  the 
Superior  Court,  for  the  balance  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
appointed  or  elected,  unless  sooner  removed,  retired  or  convicted 
after  impeachment  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitu- 
tion. 


Section  20.    Continuance  in  Office — Chief  Judges  of  Appellate 
Courts. 

The  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  chief  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Special  Appeals  in  office  on  June  30,  1968,  shall 
be  the  chief  judge,  respectively,  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  created 
by  this  Constitution,  and  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  for 
the  remainder  of  his  service  on  such  court,  or  until  he  resigns 
the  office  of  chief  judge. 
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Section  21.    Continuance  in  Office — Judges  of  Orphans'  Courts. 

Each  judge  of  an  Orphans'  Court  in  office  on  June  30,  1968, 
shall  continue  in  office  as  a  judge  of  such  Orphans'  Court  until 
January  1,  1971,  unless  sooner  removed  or  convicted  after 
impeachment  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution. 

Section  22.    Continuance  in  Office — Judges  of  Courts  of  Limited 
Jurisdiction. 

Each  full-time  judge  of  the  People's  Court  of  Baltimore  City, 
the  Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  and  of  the  People's  Courts 
of  Anne  Arundel,  Cecil,  Montgomery,  Prince  George's  and 
Wicomico  counties  who  is  in  office  on  December  31,  1969,  shall 
continue  in  office  as  a  judge  of  the  District  Court  for  the  balance 
of  the  term  for  which  he  was  appointed  or  elected,  unless  previ- 
ously removed,  retired,  or  convicted  after  impeachment  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution;  provided,  however,  that 
the  term  of  any  such  judge  whose  term  as  such  would,  but  for 
this  section,  have  continued  beyond  December  31,  1969,  but  who 
shall  be  ineligible  for  appointment  as  a  judge  of  the  District 
Court  under  this  Constitution,  shall  expire  on  December  31,  1969. 
Every  other  justice  of  the  peace  designated  as  trial  magistrate  or 
committing  magistrate,  municipal  justice  of  the  peace  or  magis- 
trate, every  other  judge  of  a  People's  Court  and  each  judge  of 
the  Housing  Court  of  Baltimore  County  who  is  in  office  on  July  1, 

1968,  shall  continue  in  office  until  December  31,  1969,  on  which 
latter  date  his  term  shall  expire. 

Section  23.    Judicial  Qualifications. 

Except  as  specifically  provided  below,  until  January  1,  1970, 
section  5.14  shall  apply  only  to  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court,  and  the  Superior  Court. 

Section  24.    Filling  Vacancy  in  Court  of  Appeals,  Intermediate 
Appellate  Court  or  Superior  Court. 

Sections  5.15  through  5.21  shall  become  effective  on  July  1, 

1969.  Prior  to  that  date,  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  judge  of  the 
Court   of  Appeals,   the   Intermediate  Appellate   Court,   or  the 
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Superior  Court  for  any  reason  other  than  expiration  of  the  term 
of  office,  shall  be  filled  by  appointment  by  the  governor  of  a  per- 
son qualified  under  section  5.14  of  this  Constitution  to  fill  such 
ofRce.  Each  person  so  appointed  shall  be  subject  to  continuance 
in  office  by  the  procedures  and  for  the  term  prescribed  by  sec- 
tion 5.22  of  this  Constitution. 

Section  25.    Filling  Vacancy  in  Courts  of  Limited  Jurisdiction. 

Prior  to  January  1,  1970,  any  vacancy  occurring  in  the  office  of 
judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  the  People's 
Court  of  Baltimore  City,  or  the  People's  Court  for  Anne  Arundel, 
Cecil,  Montgomery,  Prince  George's  or  Wicomico  counties  for 
any  reason  other  than  expiration  of  term  shall  be  filled  by  the 
governor  by  appointment  of  a  person  qualified  under  section  5.14 
to  fill  judicial  office,  except  that  he  shall  be  a  resident  of  the 
county  in  which  the  vacancy  exists.  Each  person  so  appointed 
shall  be  subject  to  continuance  in  office  by  the  procedures  and  for 
the  term  prescribed  by  section  5.22  of  this  Constitution.  Prior  to 
January  1,  1970,  any  vacancy  occurring  for  any  reason  in  the 
office  of  judge  of  any  other  People's  Court,  Municipal  Court  or 
the  Housing  Court  of  Baltimore  County,  or  the  office  of  any  sub- 
stitute or  part-time  People's  Court  judge  in  any  county  or  in  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  shall  be  filled  by  the  governor  by 
appointment  of  a  person  quab'fied  to  fill  such  office  under  the  law 
creating  the  office  or  under  section  5.14  of  this  Constitution.  Each 
such  appointment  shall  be  for  a  term  expi]'ing  December  31, 1969. 

Section  26.    Application  of  Section  5.22  to  Judges  Now  in  Office. 

Every  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  the  Intermediate  Appel- 
late Court,  Superior  Court,  the  Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore 
City,  the  People's  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  the  People's  Courts 
of  Anne  Arundel,  Cecil,  Montgomery,  Prince  George's  or  Wicom- 
ico counties  whose  term  expires  on  or  after  July  1,  1968,  and 
prior  to  the  general  election  in  November  1968  shall  have  his 
term  extended  until  such  election.  Each  judge  of  those  courts  who 
is  required  to  stand  for  retention  in  judicial  office  at  that  election 
shall  do  so  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  and  for  the  term  pre- 
scribed by  section  5.22  of  this  Constitution.  Any  People's  or 
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Municipal  Court  judge  subject  to  this  section  shall  be  subject 
to  approval  or  rejection  by  the  electorate  of  the  county  or  Balti- 
more City  in  which  he  would  have  been  required  to  stand  for  elec- 
tion under  the  law  in  effect  on  June  30, 1968. 

Section  27.    Election  of  Judges  Continued  in  Office. 

Any  judge  of  any  court  continued  in  office  pursuant  to  this 
schedule  shall  stand  for  retention  in  office  at  the  general  election 
next  following  the  expiration  of  his  term  pursuant  to  and  for  the 
term  prescribed  in  section  5.22.  The  term  of  any  such  judge  shall 
be  extended  until  such  next  general  election. 

Section  28.    Applicability  of  Section  5.23. 

Section  5.23  shall  not  apply  to  any  judge  of  the  Orphans'  Court, 
or  of  any  People's  Court,  except  full-time  judges  of  People's 
Courts  in  Baltimore  City  and  Anne  Arundel,  Cecil,  Montgomery, 
Prince  George's  and  Wicomico  counties,  and  the  judges  of  the 
Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  nor  shall  it  apply  to  any 
justice  of  the  peace. 

Section  29.    Judicial  Compensation. 

(a)  Except  for  its  second  and  last  sentences,  section  5.24  shall 
not  apply  to  any  judge  of  any  People's  Court,  the  Municipal  Court 
of  Baltimore  City,  the  Housing  Court  of  Baltimore  County,  the 
Orphans'  Court,  nor  to  any  justice  of  the  peace;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  between  July  1,  1968,  and  January  1,  1970,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  may  provide  by  law  for  uniform  compensation 
and  pension  rights  for  full-time  judges  of  the  Municipal  Court 
of  Baltimore  City  and  of  the  People's  Courts  of  Baltimore  City 
and  of  Anne  Arundel,  Cecil,  Montgomery,  Prince  George's  and 
Wicomico  counties,  and  their  respective  spouses. 

(b)  The  initial  salary  to  be  paid  by  the  State  to  a  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  not  be  less  than  the  total  salary,  includ- 
ing any  local  supplementation,  paid  on  January  1,  1968,  to  the 
chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  established  under  the  prior 
Constitution. 
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(c)  The  initial  salary  to  be  paid  by  the  State  to  a  judge  of  the 
Intermediate  Appellate  Court  shall  not  be  less  than  the  total 
salary,  including  any  local  supplementation,  paid  on  January  1, 
1968,  to  the  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Special  Appeals. 

(d)  The  initial  salary  to  be  paid  by  the  State  to  a  judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  shall  not  be  less  than  the  total  salary,  includ- 
ing any  local  supplementation,  paid  on  January  1,  1968,  to  the 
chief  judge  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City. 

(e)  In  establishing  a  uniform  scale  of  judicial  salaries  and 
pensions,  including  those  for  the  District  Court,  the  General  As- 
sembly may  disregard  any  local  supplementation  or  local  salary 
or  pension  authorized  after  January  1,  1968,  and  such  action 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  diminution  of  the  salary  or  pension 
of  any  judge. 

Section  30.    Restriction  of  Non-Judicial  Activities. 

Section  5.25  shall  not  apply  to  judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court, 
justices  of  the  peace  or  judges  of  any  People's  Court,  except  for 
full-time  judges  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  of 
the  People's  Court  of  Baltimore  City  and  of  the  People's  Courts 
of  Anne  Arundel,  Cecil,  Montgomery,  Prince  George's  and  Wi- 
comico counties.  Until  January  1,  1970,  the  provisions  of  article 
33  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  of  the  prior  Constitution  shall 
remain  in  effect  as  to  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  not  sub- 
ject to  section  5.25. 

Section  31.    Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities. 

The  provisions  of  section  5.26  providing  that  a  judge  of  the 
District  Court  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Commission  on  Judicial 
Disabilities  shall  not  become  effective  until  January  1, 1970.  Prior 
to  that  date,  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  appoint  one  of  the  full- 
time  judges  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City  or  the 
People's  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  or  the  People's  Court  of  Anne 
Arundel,  Cecil,  Montgomery,  Prince  George's  or  Wicomico  coun- 
ties as  a  member  of  the  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities.  If 
such  member  is  continued  in  office  on  January  1,  1970,  as  a  judge 
of  the  District  Court  and  if  his  term  on  the  Commission  on 
Judicial  Disabilities  has  not  expired,  he  shall  remain  in  office 
as  a  member  of  the  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities  for  the 
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balance  of  his  term.  If  he  shall  not  be  continued  in  office,  or  if 
his  term  shall  have  expired  on  January  1,  1970,  the  office  shall 
be  vacant  on  that  date. 

Section  32.    Clerks  of  Trial  Courts. 

The  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City  and  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  each  county  in  office  on  June  30,  1968,  shall 
become,  respectively,  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  in  Baltimore 
City  or  in  that  county,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  clerks  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Baltimore  City  Court,  the  Criminal 
Court  of  Baltimore,  the  Circuit  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  and  the 
Circuit  Court  No.  2  of  Baltimore  City  in  office  on  June  30,  1968, 
shall  each  become  a  chief  deputy  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
in  Baltimore  City.  Each  such  Superior  Court  clerk,  and  each 
chief  deputy  clerk  mentioned  above,  shall  hold  office  for  the 
balance  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  originally  elected,  or  ap- 
pointed, subject  only  to  removal  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  or  law  in  effect  June  30,  1968.  Each  full-time 
clerk  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  designated  trial  magistrate,  of  a 
Municipal  Court  or  of  a  People's  Court,  and  the  chief  constable 
of  the  People's  Court  of  Baltimore  City  in  office  on  December 
31,  1969,  shall  become  a  deputy  clerk  of  the  District  Court. 

Section  33.    Registers  of  Wills. 

The  constitutional  office  of  register  of  wills  shall  terminate  on 
January  1,  1971.  Until  that  date,  the  provisions  of  article  IV, 
section  41,  of  the  prior  Constitution  shall  remain  in  effect. 

Section  34.    Sheriffs. 

The  constitutional  office  of  sheriff  shall  terminate  on  January 
6,  1971.  Until  that  date,  the  provisions  of  article  IV,  section  44, 
of  the  prior  Constitution  shall  remain  in  effect. 

Section  35.    Costs  of  Judicial  System. 

Except  with  respect  to  judicial  compensation  and  pensions  as 
provided  for  in  section  29  of  this  schedule  and  in  section  5.24  of 
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this  Constitution,  section  5.32  of  this  Constitution  shall  not  be- 
come effective  until  January  1, 1970. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMEIST 

Section  36.    Delayed  Effect  of  Certain  Sections. 

The  provisions  of  section  3.22,  insofar  as  they  relate  to  coun- 
ties; and  all  of  section  7.04,  shall  not  be  effective  until  January 
6,  1971,  unless  simultaneously  made  effective  for  all  counties  by 
the  General  Assembly  at  an  earlier  date. 

Section  37.    Adoption  of  Instrument  of  County  Government. 

Prior  to  July  1,  1969,  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe 
by  law  a  choice  of  procedures  by  which  an  instrument  of  govern- 
ment of  a  county  may  be  proposed.  The  proposed  instrument  of 
government  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  county  and 
shall  be  adopted  only  if  approved  by  a  majority  of  those  voting  on 
the  proposal.  Prior  to  July  1,  1970,  the  General  Assembly  shall 
prescribe  by  law  an  instrument  of  government  which  shall,  with- 
out further  action,  become  effective  on  January  6,  1971,  for  those 
counties  which  have  failed  to  adopt  by  July  1,  1970,  an  instru- 
ment of  government  effective  no  later  than  January  6,  1971.  The 
charter  adopted  by  any  county  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
prior  Constitution  shall  be  without  further  act  the  instrument  of 
government  for  that  county;  provided  that  any  procedure  to  ob- 
tain a  charter  or  instrument  of  government  commenced  pursuant 
to  the  prior  Constitution  must  be  completed  prior  to  July  1,  1970, 
and  the  instrument  of  government  so  adopted  must  be  effective  no 
later  than  January  6,  1971. 

Section  38.    Interim  Restriction  Upon  Public  Local  Law. 

From  and  after  the  effective  date  of  the  instrument  of  govern- 
ment of  a  county,  no  law  applicable  only  to  that  county  shall  be 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  for  that  county  on  any  subject 
covered  by  the  express  powers  granted  to  such  county  by  the 
General  Assembly  by  law.  The  effect  of  this  section  shall  termi- 
nate on  January  6,  1971,  or  on  any  earlier  date  that  sections  3.22 
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and  7.04  shall  be  made  fully  effective  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
law. 


Section  39.    Powers  of  Baltimore  City  to  Issue  Bonds. 

Except  as  provided  in  section  41,  the  powers  of  Baltimore  City 
to  borrow  money  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  Baltimore  City  and 
to  issue  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  indebtedness  therefor  shall 
be  subject  only  to  such  limitations  and  restrictions  as  to  the 
amount  or  method  of  issuance  as  may  be  applicable  at  the  time 
of  such  issuance  to  all  counties  which  have  adopted  an  instrument 
of  government,  but  nothing  herein  shall  authorize  Baltimore  City 
to  issue  any  bonds  except  pursuant  to  an  ordinance  submitted  to 
the  qualified  voters  approved  by  a  majority  of  those  voting  on 
the  question.  The  effect  of  this  section  shall  terminate  on  the 
effective  date  of  section  7.04. 


FINANCE 

Section  40.    Delayed  Effect  of  Certain  Sections. 

Sections  6.04,  6.05,  6.06  and  6.16  shall  become  effective  July  1, 
1969.  Except  insofar  as  section  6.07  is  inconsistent  with  it,  article 
III,  section  34,  of  the  prior  Constitution  shall  remain  in  effect 
until  July  1,  1969. 

Section  41.    Law  Governing  Bonds. 

All  bonds  and  other  evidences  of  indebtedness  authorized  by  the 
General  Assembly  or  by  any  local  legislative  body  prior  to  the 
effective  date  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  governed  by  the  consti- 
tutional provisions  and  laws  in  effect  at  the  time  of  authorization. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

Section  42.    Sovereign  Immunity. 

Section  9.08  shall  not  be  effective  as  to  causes  of  action  arising 
prior  to  January  1, 1970. 
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SCHEDULE  OF 
LEGISLATION 


This  schedule  takes  effect  under  the  authority  of  Chapter  4, 
Section  17,  of  the  Acts  of  1967,  and  under  the  authority  of  its 
adoption  by  the  people  of  Maryland  together  with  the  Constitu- 
tion to  which  it  is  attached.  Provisions  contained  in  this  schedule 
shall  become  effective  on  July  1,  1968,  and  may  be  amended  or 
repealed  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law.  The  grouping  of  sec- 
tions of  this  schedule  under  titles  referring  to  the  numbered 
articles  of  the  Constitution  is  intended  for  convenience  and  not 
as  a  limitation  on  the  applicability  of  the  sections. 

Section  1.    Definitions. 

(a)  In  this  schedule  the  words  "prior  Constitution"  mean  the 
Constitution  of  1867  as  amended. 

(b)  In  this  schedule  the  word  ''county"  shall  be  deemed  to  in- 
clude Baltimore  City. 


SUFFRAGE  AISD  ELECTIONS 

Section  2.     Petition  Requirements. 

A  referendum  petition  may  consist  of  several  papers,  but  each 
paper  shall  contain  the  full  text  of  the  act  or  part  of  act  petitioned 
upon ;  and  there  shall  be  attached  to  each  such  paper  an  affidavit 
of  the  person  procuring  the  signatures  thereon  that  of  the  said 
person's  own  personal  knowledge  every  signature  thereon  is  gen- 
uine and  bona  fide,  and  that  the  signers  are  qualified  voters  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  and  county,  as  set  opposite  their  names,  and 
no  other  verification  shall  be  required. 

Section  3.     Interim  Provisions  for  Disqualifications  from  Voting. 

No  person  convicted  of  larceny,  or  other  infamous  crime,  unless 
pardoned  by  the  governor,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election 
in  this  State ;  and  no  person  under  guardianship  as  a  lunatic,  or, 
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as  a  person  non  compos  mentis,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote.  The  effect 
of  this  section  shall  terminate  July  1, 1969. 

Section  4.    Procedure  for  Retention  in  Office  of  Judges. 

The  procedure  for  approval  or  rejection  of  the  continuance  in 
office  of  a  judge  required  to  stand  for  election  under  section  5.22 
of  the  Constitution  shall  be  as  follows : 

(a)  Each  candidate  for  continuance  in  office  as  judge  shall  file 
a  certificate  of  candidacy  with  the  secretary  of  state.  Such  certifi- 
cate shall  be  filed  not  less  than  ninety  days  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
election  at  which  the  judge's  retention  or  rejection  is  to  be  deter- 
mined. The  filing  fee  shall  be  $25. 

(b)  Not  less  than  sixty  days  before  any  such  election,  the  sec- 
retary of  state  shall  certify  to  the  boards  of  supervisors  of  elec- 
tions of  the  county  or  counties,  the  voters  of  which  are  entitled 
to  vote  on  the  continuance  in  office  of  such  judge,  the  name  and 
residence  of  such  judge,  and  the  court  in  which  he  seeks  to  be 
retained. 

(c)  Each  such  board  shall  include  on  the  ballots  prepared  by  it 
pursuant  to  Section  16-4,  Art.  33,  Annotated  Code  of  Maryland, 
the  following  questions  with  respect  to  each  judicial  candidate 
certified  to  it  by  the  secretary  of  state: 

Shall  Judge  (name  of  candidate)  be  retained  in  office  as  a  judge 
of  the  (name  of  court)  ?  Yes     No 

(d)  No  such  judge  shall  be  required  to  run  in  a  primary  elec- 
tion nor  shall  his  political  affiliation  appear  on  the  ballot. 

(e)  Provisions  of  the  election  laws  not  inconsistent  with  the 
aforegoing  shall  apply  to  judicial  elections. 


LEGISLATIVE  BRANCH 

Section  5.     Salary  of  Members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Each  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  accounting  from  July  1,  1968, 
and  payable  bi-weekly. 
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Section  6.     Vacancies  Occurring  During  Present  Term  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

(a)  In  case  of  death,  disqualification,  resignation,  refusal  to 
act,  expulsion,  or  removal  from  the  county  for  which  he  shall  have 
been  elected,  of  any  person  who  shall  have  been  chosen  as  a  dele- 
gate or  senator,  or  in  case  of  a  tie  vote  between  two  or  more  such 
qualified  persons,  the  governor  shall  appoint  a  person  whose  name 
shall  be  submitted  to  him  in  writing,  within  thirty  days  after  the 
occurrence  of  the  vacancy,  by  the  state  central  committee  of  the 
political  party  with  which  the  delegate  or  senator,  so  vacating,  had 
been  affiliated  in  the  county  or  district  from  which  he  or  she  was 
elected,  provided  that  the  appointee  shall  be  of  the  same  political 
party  as  the  person  whose  office  is  to  be  filled ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  governor  to  make  said  appointment  within  fifteen  days 
after  the  submission  thereof  to  him.  If  a  name  is  not  submitted  by 
the  state  central  committee  within  thirty  days  after  the  occur- 
rence of  the  vacancy,  the  governor  within  another  period  of  fifteen 
days  shall  appoint  a  person,  who  shall  be  of  the  same  political 
party  as  the  person  whose  office  is  to  be  filled,  and  who  is  other- 
wise properly  qualified  to  hold  the  office  of  delegate  or  senator  in 
the  district  or  county.  In  every  case  when  any  person  is  so  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor,  his  appointment  shall  be  deemed  to  be  for 
the  unexpired  term  of  the  person  whose  office  has  become  vacant. 

(b)  In  addition,  and  in  submitting  a  name  to  the  governor  to 
fill  a  vacancy  in  a  senatorial  district  or  subdistrict,  as  the  case 
may  be,  in  any  of  the  counties  of  Maryland,  the  state  central 
committee  or  committees  shall  follow  these  provisions: 

(1)  If  the  vacancy  occurs  in  a  district  or  subdistrict  having 
the  same  boundaries  as  a  county,  the  state  central  committee  of 
the  county  shall  submit  the  name  of  a  resident  of  the  district  or 
subdistrict. 

(2)  If  the  vacancy  occurs  in  a  district  or  subdistrict  which  has 
boundaries  comprising  a  portion  of  one  county,  the  state  central 
committee  of  that  county  shall  submit  the  name  of  a  resident  of 
the  district  or  subdistrict. 

(3)  If  the  vacancy  occurs  in  a  district  or  subdistrict  which  has 
boundaries  comprising  a  portion  or  all  of  two  or  more  counties, 
the  state  central  committee  of  each  county  involved  shall  have 
one  vote  for  submitting  the  name  of  a  resident  of  the  district  or 
subdistrict ;  and  if  there  is  a  tie  vote  between  or  among  the  state 
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central  committees,  the  list  of  names  there  proposed  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  governor,  and  he  shall  make  the  appointment 
from  the  list. 

Section  7.    Procedure  for  Enactment  of  Law. 

Every  bill,  when  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  sealed 
with  the  Great  Seal,  shall  be  presented  to  the  governor,  who,  if  he 
approves  it,  shall  sign  the  same  in  the  presence  of  the  presiding 
officers  and  chief  clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates. 
Every  law  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  in  due  time,  be  printed,  published,  and  certified  under  the 
Great  Seal  to  the  several  courts,  in  the  same  manner  as  has  been 
heretofore  usual  in  this  State. 


EXECUTIVE  BRANCH 

Section  8.    Salary  of  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  forty  thousand 
dollars,  accounting  from  July  1,  1968  and  payable  bi-weekly. 

Section  9.    Appointment  of  Officers  by  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  all  civil  and  military  officers  of  the 
State  whose  appointment  or  election  is  not  otherwise  provided 
for  in  the  Constitution,  unless  a  different  mode  of  appointment  be 
prescribed  by  the  law  creating  the  office. 

Section  10.    Removal  of  Officers  by  Governor. 

The  governor  may  suspend  or  arrest  any  military  oflficer  of  the 
State  for  disobedience  of  orders,  or  other  military  offense;  and 
may  remove  him  in  pursuance  of  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial ; 
and  may  remove  for  incompetency  or  misconduct,  all  civil  officers 
who  received  appointment  from  the  executive  for  a  term  of  years. 

Section  11.     Secretary  of  State. 

The  secretary  of  state  shall  carefully  keep  and  preserve  a  record 
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of  all  official  acts  and  proceedings,  which  may  at  all  times  be 
inspected  by  a  committee  of  either  house  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly; and  he  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  properly 
belong  to  his  office. 

Section  12.     State's  Attorneys. 

In  the  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  state's  attorney,  or  of 
his  removal  from  the  county  in  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
the  said  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  judge  or  judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  resident  in  the  county  in  which  the  vacancy  occurs 
for  the  residue  of  the  term  thus  made  vacant. 

Section  13.     Comptroller  and  Treasurer. 

Until  January  6,  1971,  the  comptroller  and  the  treasurer  shall 
continue  to  exercise  those  rights,  powers,  and  duties  pertaining  to 
them,  respectively,  on  June  30,  1968,  and  not  in  conflict  with  the 
Constitution. 

Section  14.    Board  of  Public  Works  and  Board  of  Review. 

Upon  the  termination  of  the  legal  existence  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  for  which  provision  is  made  in  article  XII  of  the 
prior  Constitution,  all  its  powers  and  duties  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Board  of  Review  for  which  provision  is  made  in  section  4.25 
of  this  Constitution;  and  all  references  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  in  legislation,  contracts,  or  documents  shall  be  deemed  to 
refer  to  the  Board  of  Review  as  well  as  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works.  Prior  to  termination  of  the  legal  existence  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  it  shall  continue  to  exercise  those  rights,  powers, 
and  duties  granted  to  it  by  article  XII  of  the  prior  Constitution. 

JUDICIAL  BRANCH 

Section  15.    Courts  of  Record. 

Each  court  created  by  this  Constitution  shall  be  a  court  of 
record,  and  shall  have  a  seal. 
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Section  16.    Statutory  References  to  Courts. 

Except  where  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution,  the  Schedule 
of  Transitional  Provisions,  or  this  Schedule: 

(a)  All  statutory  references  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be 
deemed  to  refer  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  established  by  this  Con- 
stitution. 

(b)  All  statutory  references  to  the  Court  of  Special  Appeals 
shall  be  deemed  to  refer  to  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court. 

(c)  All  statutory  references  to  Circuit  Courts,  courts  for  any 
circuit  or  county  (other  than  People's  Courts,  Municipal  Courts, 
or  the  Housing  Court  of  Baltimore  County),  the  Supreme  Bench 
of  Baltimore  City,  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas;  the  Baltimore  City  Court,  the  Criminal 
Court  of  Baltimore,  the  Circuit  Court  of  Baltimore  City  or  the 
Circuit  Court  No.  2  of  Baltimore  City  shall  be  deemed  to  refer  to 
the  Superior  Court  in  the  appropriate  county. 

Section  17.    Appellate  Circuits. 

There  shall  be  six  circuits  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  as  follows : 
The  First  Appellate  Circuit,  consisting  of  Cecil,  Kent,  Queen 
Anne's,  Caroline,  Talbot,  Dorchester,  Wicomico,  Worcester,  and 
Somerset  counties;  the  Second  Appellate  Circuit,  consisting  of 
Baltimore  and  Harford  counties;  the  Third  Appellate  Circuit, 
consisting  of  Allegany,  Frederick,  Garrett,  Montgomery,  and 
Washington  counties;  the  Fourth  Appellate  Circuit,  consisting 
of  Prince  George's,  Calvert,  Charles,  and  St.  Mary's  counties;  the 
Fifth  Appellate  Circuit,  consisting  of  Anne  Arundel,  Carroll,  and 
Howard  counties;  and  the  Sixth  Appellate  Circuit,  consisting  of 
Baltimore  City.  One  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall 
be  resident  in  each  of  the  first  five  appellate  circuits  and  two 
judges  shall  be  resident  in  the  Sixth  Appellate  Circuit. 

Section  18.    Judicial  Circuits. 

Wherever  any  statute  refers  to  a  judicial  circuit,  to  the  courts 
of  such  circuit,  or  to  the  judges  of  or  in  such  circuit,  it  shall  be 
deemed  to  refer  to  the  Superior  Court  or  the  judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  resident  in  the  geographical  area  prescribed  for 
that  circuit  by  article  IV,  section  19,  of  the  prior  Constitution. 
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Section  19.    Jurisdiction  of  Superior  Court  in  Baltimore  City. 

The  jurisdiction  vested  in  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City, 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Baltimore  City  Court,  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Baltimore  City,  and  the  Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore  by 
article  IV,  sections  28-29,  and  30  of  the  prior  Constitution  shall  be 
vested  in  the  Superior  Court  in  Baltimore  City. 

Section  20.    Duties  of  Clerk  of  Superior  Court  in  Baltimore  City. 

The  duties  vested  in  the  various  clerks  of  the  courts  comprising 
the  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City  by  sections  37  and  38  of 
article  IV  of  the  prior  Constitution  shall  be  vested  in  the  clerk 
of  the  Superior  Court  in  Baltimore  City. 

Section  21.    Judicial  Pensions. 

(a)  In  the  case  of  a  judge  who  in  one  year  had  active  service 
as  a  member  of  more  than  one  court  including  a  court  existing 
under  provisions  of  the  prior  Constitution,  the  amount  of  pension 
for  that  full  year  shall  be  calculated  yearly  at  the  rate  for  service 
in  that  court  for  which  the  higher  pension  is  allowed,  but  in  no 
event  shall  the  maximum  pension  exceed  that  prescribed  for 
judges  of  the  court  upon  which  the  judge  is  serving  at  death  or 
retirement,  nor  shall  a  judge  be  credited  with  more  than  one  par- 
tial year's  service  in  a  single  year. 

(b)  In  the  case  of  a  judge  who  has  served  as  a  member  of  more 
than  one  court,  including  a  court  existing  under  provisions  of  the 
prior  Constitution,  all  such  service  shall  be  credited  for  pension 
purposes  at  the  rate  provided  by  the  law  in  effect  during  such 
service,  including  any  local  supplementation  or  local  pension  pro- 
vided prior  to  January  1,  1968,  but  in  no  event  shall  the  maximum 
pension  exceed  that  prescribed  for  judges  of  the  court  upon  which 
the  judge  is  serving  at  death  or  retirement. 

(c)  Any  judge  not  continued  in  office  as  a  judge  pursuant  to 
the  Schedule  of  Transitional  Provisions  shall,  upon  the  termina- 
tion of  his  office,  be  entitled  to  receive  a  pension  in  an  amount 
equal  to  that  which  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  had  he 
attained  his  sixtieth  birthday  and  retired  on  the  date  of  abolition 
of  his  office.  Such  pension  shall  not  be  payable  until  the  judge 
reaches  his  sixtieth  birthday. 
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Section  22.    Pensions  of  Former  Judges. 

In  the  case  of  a  former  judge  who  is  receiving  a  judicial  pension 
on  June  30,  1968,  or  who  would  then  be  receiving  such  a  pension 
but  for  the  fact  that  he  is  then  engaged  in  the  private  practice  of 
law  or  is  then  holding  a  public  office  of  profit,  or  in  the  case  of  the 
spouse  of  such  former  judge,  judicial  pension  rights  shall  not  be 
reduced.  Such  judicial  pension  rights  shall  not  be  increased  except 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  law  effective  on  or  after  July  1,  1968. 
The  full  amount  of  any  such  pension  payable  to  a  former  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  the  Court  of  Special  Appeals,  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  or  of  any  Circuit  Court,  or  his  spouse, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  State  on  and  after  July  1,  1968.  The 
full  amount  of  any  such  pension  payable  to  any  other  former  judge 
or  his  spouse  shall  be  paid  by  the  State  on  and  after  January  1, 
1970. 

Section  23.    Terms  of  Initial  Members  of  Commission  on  Judicial 
Disabilities. 

Of  the  first  three  judicial  members  of  the  Commission  on  Ju- 
dicial Disabilities,  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  designate  one  to 
serve  for  one  year,  one  to  serve  for  two  years  and  one  to  serve  for 
three  years.  Of  the  first  non-judicial  members  of  the  Commission, 
the  governor  shall  designate  one  to  serve  three  years  and  the  other 
to  serve  four  years. 

Section  24.     People's  Court  of  Baltimore  City. 

(a)  Until  January  1,  1970,  the  People's  Court  of  Baltimore 
City  shall  continue  in  existence  subject  to  the  provisions  of  article 
IV,  section  41-A  of  the  prior  Constitution. 

(b)  Until  January  1,  1970,  the  provisions  of  article  IV,  section 
41-A  of  the  prior  Constitution  pertaining  to  the  chief  constable, 
constables,  and  clerk  of  said  Court  shall  remain  in  effect. 

(c)  Unless  sooner  modified  or  repealed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly by  law  the  effectiveness  of  this  section  shall  terminate  on 
January  1,  1970. 
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Section  25.    Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City. 

(a)  Until  January  1,  1970,  the  Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore 
City  and  its  jurisdiction,  shall  continue  in  existence  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  article  IV,  section  41-C  of  the  prior  Constitution. 

(b)  Until  January  1,  1970,  the  provisions  of  article  IV,  section 
41-C  of  the  prior  Constitution  pertaining  to  the  chief  clerk  of  said 
Court  shall  remain  in  effect. 

(c)  Unless  sooner  modified  or  repealed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly by  law,  the  effectiveness  of  this  section  shall  terminate  on 
January  1,  1970. 

Section  26.    Court  Dockets  and  Files. 

All  papers,  dockets,  files,  books,  records,  monies,  and  other 
property  belonging  or  pertaining  to  or  in  (a)  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, (b)  the  Court  of  Special  Appeals,  or  (c)  the  Circuit  Court 
of  any  county,  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  the  Superior 
Court  of  Baltimore  City,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Balti- 
more City  Court,  the  Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore,  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Baltimore  City  and  Circuit  No.  2  of  Baltimore  City  on 
June  30, 1968,  shall  be  transferred  on  July  1, 1968,  to,  respectively, 
(a)  the  Court  of  Appeals  created  by  this  Constitution,  (b)  the 
Intermediate  Appellate  Court,  or  (c)  the  Superior  Court  in  the 
appropriate  county. 

Section  27.    Vacancy  in  Orphans'  Court. 

In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Orphans'  Court, 
the  governor  shall  appoint,  subject  to  confirmation,  or  rejection 
by  the  Senate,  some  suitable  person  to  fill  the  same  until  January 
1,  1971. 


LOCAL  GOVERISMEIST 

Section  28.    Procedure  to  Adopt  a  County  Instrument  of  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  board  of  county  commissioners  of  any  county  may  appoint 
at  any  time  a  charter  board  of  not  more  than  nine  members,  and 
shall  appoint  a  charter  board  v^ithin  thirty  days  after  receipt 
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of  a  petition  signed  by  five  per  cent  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
county  or  by  ten  thousand  voters,  whichever  is  less.  If  additional 
charter  board  members  are  nominated  by  petitions  signed  by 
three  per  cent  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  county  or  by  three 
thousand  voters,  whichever  is  less,  which  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  within  sixty  days  after  the  char- 
ter board  shall  have  been  appointed,  then  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  shall  call  a  special  election  not  less  than  thirty 
nor  more  than  ninety  days  after  receipt  of  the  petitions  unless  a 
regular  election  falls  within  the  designated  period.  The  appointees 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  those  nominated  by 
petitions  shall  be  placed  on  the  ballot  in  alphabetical  order  with- 
out party  designation.  The  voters  shall  be  entitled  to  cast  votes 
for,  and  elect,  a  number  of  nominees  equal  to  the  number  of  char- 
ter board  members  originally  selected  by  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  and  those  so  elected  shall  constitute  the  charter 
board.  The  charter  board  shall  be  responsible  for  drafting  the 
instrument  of  government.  Such  charter  board  shall,  within 
twelve  months  from  the  date  of  its  appointment  or  in  the  event  of 
an  election  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  that  election, 
present  an  instrument  of  government  for  the  county  to  the  board 
of  county  commissioners,  who  shall  publish  the  same  in  at  least 
two  newspapers  of  general  circulation  published  in  the  county 
within  thirty  days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented.  Such  instru- 
ment of  government  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  county 
at  a  special  or  regular  election  held  not  earlier  than  thirty  days, 
nor  later  than  ninety  days,  after  publication  of  the  instrument  of 
government.  If  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  and  against  the 
adoption  of  the  instrument  of  government  shall  be  in  favor  of 
adoption,  then  such  instrument  of  government  shall,  on  the 
thirtieth  day  after  such  election,  become  effective  as  the  instru- 
ment of  government  of  that  county,  and  any  laws  applying  only  to 
that  county  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  instrument  of  govern- 
ment, shall  be  thereby  repealed.  Prior  to  the  effective  date  of  sec- 
tion 7.04  of  the  Constitution,  all  counties  having  an  instrument 
of  government  shall  exercise  only  those  express  powers  prescribed 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  law. 
The  effect  of  this  section  shall  terminate  on  July  1,  1970. 
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Section  29.     Amendment  of  Instruments  of  Government. 

An  amendment  may  be  proposed  and  adopted  as  provided  in  the 
county  instrument  of  government ;  but  if  the  instrument  of  gov- 
ernment does  not  provide  an  amendment  procedure,  amendment 
to  any  instrument  of  government  adopted  under  the  provisions  of 
the  prior  Constitution  may  be  proposed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
legislative  body  of  the  county ;  or  by  a  petition  signed  by  not  less 
than  20  per  cent  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  county,  and  filed 
with  the  legislative  body  of  the  county;  provided,  however,  that 
in  any  case  10,000  signatures  shall  be  sufficient  to  complete  a 
petition.  When  so  proposed,  such  amendment  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  voters  at  the  next  regular  election  occurring  after  the  pas- 
sage of  said  resolution  or  the  filing  of  said  petition.  If  at  said 
election  the  majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  and  against  said  amend- 
ment shall  be  in  favor  thereof,  said  amendment  shall  be  adopted 
and  becomes  a  part  of  the  instrument  of  government  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  after  said  election.  Said  amendment  shall 
be  published  by  the  legislative  body  of  the  county  once  a  week  for 
five  successive  weeks  prior  to  said  election  in  at  least  one  news- 
paper published  in  said  county. 

Section  30.     County  Commissioners. 

There  shall  be  county  commissioners  for  each  county  not  having 
an  instrument  of  government  in  effect.  Such  county  commis- 
sioners shall  continue  to  exercise  their  offices  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  prior  Constitution. 

The  effect  of  this  section  shall  terminate  on  January  6,  1971. 

Section  31.    County  Surveyors. 

County  surveyors  in  office  on  June  30,  1968,  shall  continue  in 
office  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  they  are  elected. 
Such  county  surveyors  shall  continue  to  exercise  their  offices  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  prior  Constitution. 

Section  32.    County  Elections. 

All  elections  for  county  offices  held  in  November,  1970,  shall  be 
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for  those  offices  provided  for  by  the  instrument  of  government 
effective  or  to  become  effective  on  January  6, 1971  for  that  county. 

Section  33.    Charter  Amendments  of  Municipal  Corporations. 

Any  municipal  corporation  existing  on  June  30, 1968,  shall  have 
the  power  and  authority  (a)  to  amend  or  repeal  an  existing 
charter  or  local  laws  relating  to  the  incorporation,  organization, 
government,  or  affairs  of  said  municipal  corporation  heretofore 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  and  (b)  to  adopt 
a  new  charter  and  to  amend  or  repeal  any  charter  consistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  and  any  laws  of  the  General 
Assembly  pertaining  thereto. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

Section  34.    Style  of  Commissions  and  Grants. 

Public  commissions  and  grants  shall  run  thus:  "The  State  of 
Maryland,  etc.,"  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  governor,  with  the 
Seal  of  the  State  annexed. 

Section  35.    Procedures  for  Amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

Any  bill  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  shall  be 
published  by  order  of  the  governor,  in  at  least  two  newspapers,  in 
each  county  except  Baltimore  City,  where  so  many  may  be  pub- 
lished, and  where  not  more  than  one  may  be  published,  then  in 
that  newspaper,  and  in  three  newspapers  published  in  Baltimore 
City,  once  a  week  for  four  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  spe- 
cial or  general  election,  at  which  the  proposed  amendment  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State  for  adoption  or 
rejection. 

Section  36.    Exception  to  Limitation  for  Notaries  Public. 

A  person  may  hold  office  as  notary  public  at  the  same  time  that 
he  holds  another  office  of  profit  created  by  the  Constitution  or 
laws  of  this  State. 
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